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NEW  ORLEANS  (Special)  —  Just  one 
block  away  from  New  Orleans'  glitzy 
French  Quarter  district  and  glamorous 
Canal  Street  is  the  last  place  most  thrill- 
seekers  would  step  into  when  they're 
headed  to  "The  city  that  care  forgot"  — 
where  "Laissez  les  bon  temps  roullez" 
("Let  the  good  times  roll")  is  the  death- 
defying  guiding  force  behind  the  actions  of 
some  men  and  women. 

Many  come  only  to  indulge  themselves 
completely  in  this  city's  strange  mix  of 
exotic  cultures  and  European  charm,  neon 
lights  and  crystal  chandeliers,  24-hour 
cafes,  and  world-renowned  haute  cuisine 
—  along  with  readily  accessible  liquor  and 
gambling.  While  some  come  honestly  seek- 
^^^^_^^ing  a  job  in  the  area's  non- 
rafJiar  I  stoP  tourist  industry,  eventu- 
[clllcr  I  ally  even  for  them  tne  lure  of 
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sibility  somehow  becomes  years  in  college  y  w&’WP'QW . . .  JT- jiP*  If*. 

synonymous  with  fun.  doing  a  variety  of 

When  the  supposed  good  mission  projects,  SETTLING  IN  —  Marvin  Jones  (left),  from  Hammond,  La.,  talks 
times  are  long  gone  and  including  two  in  with  Ginger  Smith  in  the  men's  dorm  of  the  Brantley  Baptist  Center, 
iriends  have  deserted  them,  U.S.  inr'”  ~ Tl'“  l  ... •••■»  *"  «;«u* 

Ginger  Smith  is  waiting  to  one  in  a 
take  them  in.  U.S.  minis 

Smith,  a  featured  mission-  and  her  fir 
ary  during  the  March  4-11  "I  reall 
Week  of  Prayer  for  North  go  back  t< 

American  Missions,  has  on  to  ser 
served  since 
1995  as  social 
services  coor¬ 
dinator  at  the 
Clovis  L. 

Brantley 
Baptist  Center. 

Smith  over¬ 
sees  the  cen¬ 
ter's  women's 
and  children's 
shelter,  supervises  the  self- 
assessment  phase  of  a 
Christian  rehabilitation 
program,  and  leads  Bible 
studies  and  classes  on  com¬ 
puter-skills,  GED  prepara¬ 
tion,  parenting  skills,  job 
readiness,  and  anger  man¬ 
agement.  She  also  is  the 
center's  community  referral 
and  resource  specialist. 

Originally  from 

Arkansas,  Smith  said  she 
"always  wanted  to  work 
with  people,  but  didn't 
know  exactly  how  God 
wanted  to  use  me."  No  one 
in  her  family  had  ever  been 
involved  in  vocational  min¬ 
istry  —  let  alone  inner-city 
social  service  ministry. 

She  first  applied  for 
summer  missions  service 
while  still  in  high  school. 

When  she  was  approved  to 
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before  becoming  an  appoint¬ 
ed  missionary  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB). 

Smith  is  one  of  three 
NAMB  missionaries  at  the 
Brantley  Center,  where 
"soup,  soap,  and  salvation" 
continue  to  play  important 
roles  in  the  work  of  tne  New 
Orleans'  only  Southern 
Baptist  homeless  shelter, 
originally  started  in  1927. 

"Ginger  has  taught  me 
you  caret  just  read  the  Bible. 
You  have  to  live  it,"  said  a 
fellow  staffer  at  the  center, 
who  herself  had  endured  the 
hardships  of  the  streets. 

"You  can't  say  anything 
bad  about  Ginger,"  said  one 
former  homeless  man  now 
on  staff.  "She  smiles  even 
when  she's  mad.  She  never 
loses  her  cool.  She  is  our 
Good  Samaritan  around 
here.  We  love  her  and  we 
respect  her." 

keep  reminding  myself 
that  I'm  not  here  to  be  a  social 
worker.  I'm  here  to  share  the 
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Coward  tapi 


Missionary  impacts  world 


serve  at  an  inner-city  min 


love  of  God  with  people,  and 


istry  center  in  Houston, 
Texas,  it  was  a  shock  to  her 
parents  who  told  her  she 
could  not  go. 


Stakes  high  in  Las  Vegas 


This  is  entertainment? 


m  public  was  consistently  treated  to  enter-  However,  he  was  ||  S  TRvWN  nwvttVyUW 

J.  tainment  that  was,  well...  entertaining.  beaten  Out  for  Album  >.»>#>  mint/  «yv  fijAlJ  VOUft  CflPMBfcl 
Movies  were  able  to  deal  with  serious  of  the  Year  by  the  >a,7l  ' A  kAnui* 

topics  in  a  straightforward  way,  but  still  group  Steely  Dan,  Ott  TABW  IMTO  A  IVtOVIB .  "  I 

sent  us  home  enlightened  ana  uplifted,  whicn  is  named  after  » 

Television  may  have  been  frivolous”  at  an  instrument  of  auto-  I  PAIT60 

times,  but  certainly  wasn't  as  culturally  erotic  pleasure.  Their  '  mSSSSSL 

destructive  as  today.  .  award-winning  | 

Disk  jockeys  didn't  discuss  bowel  move-  album.  Two  Against  I  /q 

ments  on  the  air  for  cheap  laughs.  Live  the-  Nature,  includes  a  Bp  ' 1  jbj 

ater  wasn't  filled  with  nudity  and  perverse  song  called  Janie  JPV  | 

campaigns  for  social  change.  Runaway  in  which  an  [  )  ^ C*  •  rW 

Pop  music  didn't  depend  on  sociopathic  older  man  attempts  to  r.  \f*  ^>7  )  W  JV 

I  lyrics  to  make  Top  40  lists,  persuade  a  teen  run-  Q  II  Ml  IG  /T  \  /  I?  ^  1  w  V 
Performers  didn't  parade  across  the  away  and  her  friend  to  ^ .  I  |  **  |^/  (,Lw  If  | 

stage  in  lace-trimmed  underwear  engage  in  a  sexual  **  HL  7 j  If  I  ^ 

ana  invite  young  people  to  use  threesome  with  him.  ‘^"1  I  ^ 

drugs  and  trade  tneir  innocence  for  This  is  entertain-  ”  I  V  MfV  1  f  ,  I 

experience  with  lines  like,  "Heaven  ment?  I  Jj  M  pi  7  f  \ 

is  a  four-letter  word."  The  excesses  of  fl//  i  v  \  \ 

How  low  can  we  go?  A  few  Hollywood  have  so  J  1  f  \  \ 

recent  examples:  sickened  advertisers  ImJ  l  L 

•  On  an  episode  of  the  top-rated  that  a  coalition  has  y  M 

NBC  sitcom  Friends,  two  of  the  been  formed  to  fight 

lead  female  characters  —  after  for  more  wholesome  | 

whom  impressionable  teens  in  real  entertainment. 

life  pattern  their  hair,  clothes,  and  The  March  2001  ”^^Cff«fV||fT^^^ftVnT|TT|||T|  1 1 1  UK' **.  V-V*\  •  •  V  l 
H.  makeup  —  fight  over  who  gets  to  issue  of  Brill's  Content  llllllll|»*  ***\|lll|lll  1111 
I  use  the  last  available  condom  for  a  magazine  reports  that  tt  ill  1 1**’  *l|ll\l||||  II 

*r*  casual  sexual  encoimter.  some  of  the  biggest  ^wll'  •llll|||  llA y*  */\ 

^ —  •  The  film  Hannibal  continues  to  advertisers  in  the  coun-  ’  II  *||  Hu' *.*•.*/ 

soar  at  the  box  office  as  the  top  gross-  try  have  banded  togeth-  ^ 

ing  film  every  week  since  it  was  released.  This  er  to  launch  the  Family 
sequel  to  the  grisly  Silence  of  the  Lambs  (an  Friendly  Programming 

Academy  Award-winning  Best  Picture)  fea-  Forum  (Family  Forum  for  short).  program  to  honor  acceptable  family  fare, 

tures  a  psychopathic  cannibal  who  removes  According  to  author  Jim  Edwards,  the  'The  Family  Forum,  by  seeking  a  more 
the  skull  of  a  still-living  man,  carves  away  effort  was  initially  headed  up  by  Johnson  direct  role  for  advertisers  in  the  making  of 
some  brain  tissue,  cooks  it  up  in  high  culinary  &  Johnson  and  included  Procter  &  Gamble,  television  shows,  is  riding  a  cultural  and 
style,  and  then  feeds  it  back  to  his  victim.  Coca-Cola,  Ford  Motor  Company,  and  political  wave  that  networks  may  be  ignor- 
•  The  biggest  star  of  the  Grammy  Awards  Sears.  The  organization  now  has  44  mem-  mg  at  their  own  peril,"  Edwards  writes  in 
last  week  was  a  character  named.  Marshall  ber  companies  with  a  combined  total  of  $11  the  Brill's  Content  article. 

Mathers,  otherwise  known  as  the  rapper  billion  in  annual  advertising.  There  is  occasional  good'  fare  in  the 

Eminem.  Mathers'  debut  album.  The  While  its  members  haven't  completely  modem  entertainment  wasteland.  We 
Marshall  Mathers  LP,  features  a  collection  of  deserted  the  sordid  entertainment  industry,  should  applaud  those  tiny  steps  toward 
songs  that  promote  the  beating,  rape,  torture,  the  forum  has  begun  to  exert  financial  and  responsible  conduct,  support  people  and 
and  murder  of  women  who  don't  give  him  political  pressure  on  broadcasters  to  remove  groups  who  are  struggling  to  make  a  dif- 
what  he  wants  —  even  his  wife  and  mother,  inappropriate  content  during  the  so-called  ference,  and  continue  to  speak  out  about 
Mathers'  antisocial  rantings  won  family  hours  of  prime  time.  The  group  also  objectionable  content. 

Grammys  for  Best  Rap  Solo  Performance,  funds  script  development  for  wholesome  After  all,  Christians'  economic  power 
Best  Rap  Performance  by  a  Duo  or  Group,  productions  and  has  initiated  an  awards  makes  $11  billion  look  like  play  money. 
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a  battle  being 


tune  to  the  song.  "Is  that  a  new 
chorus?"  he  asked.  "I've  never 
heard  it  before." 

Suddenly,  I  realized  that  we 
have  produced  a  generation  of 
believers  who've  never  heard 
the  hymns  that  have  sustained 
generations  of  Christians 
tnrough  sorrow  and  heartache, 
through  happiness  and  joy. 

One  day  I  was  writing  a  list 
of  worship  songs  to  sing  when 
a  student  politely  informed  me 
that  one  of  the  so-called  popu- 
heart  also  finds  comfort  in  the  spontaneity.  The  service  starts  lar  choruses  was  no  longer 
traditional  songs  of  my  child-  with  an  organ  prelude,  fol-  cool.  In  this  case,  the  average 
hood,  songs  like  "Amazing  lowed  by  the  call  to  worship,  shelf  life  of  a  contemporary 
Grace,"  "What  a  Friend  we  deacon  prayer,  welcome  by  the  praise  chorus  was  two  years, 
have  in  Jesus"  and  "It  is  Well."  preacher,  a  few  hymns,  the  So  with  both  sides  laying 
Yet  modem  worship  songs,  offertory  prayer,  and  that  claim  to  the  title  of  "My  way  of 
unlike  some  hymns,  are  filled  moment  of  a  lifetime  for  choir  worship  is  better,"  what's  a 
with  passionate  lyrics  that  members,  the  offertory  solo.  back-row  Baptist  to  do? 

breathe  reality  into  church  ser-  The  true  victims  in  this  battle  For  starters,  we  could  have  a 
vices,  like  the  lyrics  to  this  song:  over  worship  styles,  however,  little  give  and  take.  To  be  hon- 
"I'm  forgiven,  because  you  were  aren't  in  the  choir  loft.  They're  est,  trying  something  new  in 
forsaken.  I'm  accepted.  You  were  in  our  homes  —  our  children.  the  worship  service  every  now 
condemned.  I'm  alive  and  well.  One  summer  at  Ridgecrest,  I  and  then  sure  couldn't  hurt, 
your  spirit  is  within  because  you  came  across  a  group  of  about  75  Even  "Jesus  Loves  Me"  started 
died  and  rose  again."  folks  sitting  around  in  rocking  out  as  a  contemporary  tune. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  never  chairs  heartily  pinging  some  of  Maybe,  just  maybe,  God  is 
understood  what  a  sheave  was  the  great  hymns  of  the  faith:  more  interested  in  why  we  wor- 

or  where  I  was  supposed  to  bring  In  my  heart  there  rings  a  ship  rather  than  how  we  worship. 

it.  I  only  knew  that  I  should  melody/Tnere  rings  a  melody  of  love!  - . . . 

rejoice  wherever  it  was  brought.  A  student  walked  up  beside  Starnes  is  a  native  of  Southaven 


There  s 

waged  in  the  choir  lofts 
of  America's  churches.  Troops 
adorned  in  flowing  robes  are 
mounting  a  vocal  assault  on 
contemporary  praise  and  wor¬ 
ship  music  armed  with  only  a 
pitch  pipe  and  the  revered 
Baptist  Hymnal. 

It's  being  billed  as  this  cen¬ 
tury's  "worship  war"  and  it 
usually  involves  a  frazzled 
minister  of  music  who's  trying 
to  please  those  who  enjoy  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns  as  well  as  those 
who  do  not. 

I'm  not  too  sure  who  coined 
the  phrase,  but  it  sadly  repre¬ 
sents  both  sides  in  this  ongoing 
struggle  of  man  versus  organ.  In 
my  Best  guess,  it  comes  down  to 
a  fairly  simple  question: 

Should  our  Sunday  morning 
worship  experience  be  filled 
with  great  songs  of  the  faith  or 
should  we  orchestrate  elaborate 
stage  shows  that  employ  musi¬ 
cians  who  use  Backstreet  Boy 
theatrics  to  bring  honor  to  God? 

I'm  not  quite  sure  where  I 
stand  on  the  issue  of  worship 
style.  As  a  Generation  Xer,  I  feel 
a  certain  urge  to  slap  a  guitar  rif 
or  drum  solo  in  the  middle  of 
"Holy,  Holy,  Holy,"  but  as  a 
lifelong  Southern  Baptist,  my  worship,  there's  not  that  much  impressed  with  the  lyrics  ancl  Hills  Church,  Southaven. 
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Blend  provides  missionary  with  job  tools 


il)  —  consultants  with  limited  exper-  that  draw  five  times  the  number  tional  ministers  can  determine 
new  tise,  each  one  is  assigned  to  15  of  people.  A  core  administrative  which  ones  have  similar  needs 

team  meets  that  require  particular 
every  other  resources.  'We're  taking  part- 
month  to  nershin  to  a  whole  different 

\ -  supervise  the  level,7  Cowling  said.  "By 

•  A---...  .......  *  «  '..^Bwork  of  the  building  a  team  approach,  the 

'  i  .  .  ,  <l» association.  churches  have  seen  that  we're 

‘  - jfijj  "For  the  here  to  serve  them." 

■  -■  %&Jt  W  |  Past  f°ur  or  In  addition  to  discovering 

five  years  we  God's  purposes  individual 
j  . have  pushed,  congregations,  churches  are 
SJIIIT'JsHNbI.  .  pulled,  prod-  cooperating  to  fulfill  his  goal 

ded,  an°  Pr(>  ^or  re§ion  through  mis- 
*’  f«moted  the  sions.  Sharing  the  Gospel  with 
need  for  new  Native  Americans  is  a  Key  part 
wk.  *  *  **  XJ  churches  and  of  the  association's  ministry, 

’  .  * .  *  ^  1  n  IS|  ministries  ministering  to  three  reserva- 

.  "  ;  Xf  IB  across  north-  tions  with  Potawatomi,  Sac  & 

:  ISM  east  Kansas,"  Fox,  and  Kickapoo  tribes, 
il  Cowling  said.  Discovering  God's  purpose 
’*  fl  In  spite  of  the  for  Kaw  Valley  Association  has 
*  (  xjH  energy,  time,  allowed  the  41  churches  to coop- 

.  . . —  ItfB  and  resources  erate  in  starting  three  new  con- 

mgfc'-  AnMBnMRNMHMHL'Bn  expendc’ci,  he 

said  there 

was  limited  *  — 


Cowling 
with  the  tools 
he  needs  to 
direct  mis¬ 
sions  at  Kaw 
Valley 
Association 
in  northeast¬ 
ern  Kansas. 

Meeting 
pastors  over 
a  cup  of  cof¬ 
fee  is  still  the 
most  person¬ 
al  way  of 
remaining 
aware  of  the 
needs  of 
churches. 

Cowling 
says.  Yet, 
interacting 
with  them 
online  offers 

a  new  teenaged  daughter  Emily  (second  from  right)  and  friend  Brittani  Johnson  at  Drawing 

dimension  of  Western  Hills  Church,  where  Doris  is  employed.  (Photo  By  Gibbs  Frazeur)  from  the 

keeping  -  Apostle  /j 

churches  informed  of  ministry  of  the  churches  within  the  asso-  Paul's  encouragement  for 
opportunities.  ciation.  By  focusing  on  build-  Timothy  to  "fan  the  flame," 

It's  all  a  part  of  the  associa-  ing  a  relationship  with  each  Cowling  said  his  staff  refocused 
tion's  Acts  1:8  goal  of  "helping  church,  the  associa  tional  minis-  on  helping  churches  discover 
churches  discover  and  fulfill  ter  becomes  a  resource  in  every  and  fulfill  God's  purposes,  gregati 
God's  purposes."  aspect  of  ministry.  "We've  discovered  that  ministry  Americ 

"Churcnes  want  more  cus-  With  the  majority  of  church-  is  popping  up  all  over  northeast  and  a  r 

tomized  help  for  where  they're  es  having  a  single  staff  person  Kansas,  and  we've  got  to  just  get  "Wf 
at  instead  of  one  big  Sunday  and  many  of  those  serving  out  of  the  way  and  let  God  you  or 
School  meeting  to  attend,"  bivocationally,  the  varied  needs  work,"  Cowling  said,  referring  whose 
Cowling  said.  "One  church's  demand  a  customized  to  the  advice  of  Henry  Blackaby  design 
situation  with  25  people  is  dif-  approach.  "Now  we  can  be  in  "Experiencing  God."  he  exp 

ferent  than  another  with  150,"  hands-on  facilitators,"  Cowling  "Ministries  and  churches 
he  explained.  said  of  the  new  approach.  begin  from  the  grassroots,"  Hg  - 

Cowling  and  his  wife,  Doris,  Since  coming  to  Kansas  five  Cowling  insisted.  With  the  S|p  "4 

are  featured  missionaries  dur-  years  ago.  Cowling  has  encour-  changing  perspective  has  come  |V "'1 
ing  the  2001  Week  of  Prayer  for  aged  the  association  to  retool  for  exciting  results.  One  church  is 
North  American  Missions,  greater  effectiveness.  Instead  of  developing  Bible  study  for  , 

March  4-11.  27  committees  meeting  occa-  Hisparucs  as  a  result  of  provid-  ^^^B 

Debbie  Carter  and  Richard  sionally,  a  streamlined  associa-  ing  food  to  area  residents.  : 
Taylor  serve  as  associate  direc-  tion  focuses  on  the  broader  cate-  Pastors  of  three  additional 
tors  of  missions  and  team  up  gories  of  administration,  mis-  churches  identified  similar  f.  M 
with  Cowling  to  form  a  part-  sions  and  outreach,  support,  and  needs  and  began  meeting  regu-  £  1# 
nership  with  41  churches.  The  enrichment.  Quarterly  board  larly  to  determine  how  to  more  wl  V 
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'00  Annie  sets  record 

SHOCCO SPRINGS,  Ala.  (BP andlocal reports)  —  Receipts 
for  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  North  American 
Missions  jumped  11%  m  2000  to  $48.4  million,  die  largest 
increase  since  1982  and  the  eighth  consecutive  record  offering. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  union  (WMU)  auxiliary  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  initiated  the  national  offer¬ 
ing  to  support  SBC  missionaries  in  the  U.S.  in  1895.  In  1903,  the 
offering  was  named  in  honor  of  WMU's  founder,  Annie 
Armstrong.  More  than  $800  million  has  been  given  to  the  offer ) 
ingduring  its  105-year  history.  * 

The  record  offering  also  surpassed  the  campaign's  $47  million 
goal  by $1 .4  million,  marking  only  the  third  time  the  goal  has  been 
exceeded  in  the  past  20  years.  The  goal  for  2001  is  $50  million. 

The  offering,  all  of  which  is  used  to  support  missionary  per¬ 
sonnel  and  their  work,  supplies  more  than  one-third  of  the 
budget  of  the  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  of  the 
SBC.  The  agency  cooperates  with  state  Baptist  conventions  in 
supporting  5,08 1  missionaries  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

NAMB  was  created  in  1997  when  the  resources  of  three  for¬ 
mer  SBC  agencies  were  combined  —  die  Home  Mission  Board 
in  Atlanta,  die  Radio  and  Television  Commission  in  Ft.  Worth, 
and  the  Brotherhood  Commission  in  Memphis. 

The  primary  responsibility  of  NAMB,  as  outlined  in  a  policy 


A  cookie-cutter  approach  is 
inadequate.  Cowling  and  his 
staff  said.  By  getting  to  know 
each  church's  strengths  and 
weaknesses,  one  of  the  associa- 


CHURCH  TALK  —  Randy 
Cowling  (left)  talks  with 
Kenneth  Perkins  (right)  and 
Debbie  Carter  on  the  porch  of 
Clay  Street  Church.  Perkins  is 
pastor  of  the  church,  and 
Carter  is  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  ministries  director  for  Kaw 
Valley  Association.  (Photo  By 
Gibbs  Frazeur) 


The  John  Templeton  Foundation  has  again  honored  Mississippi 
College  by  placing  it  on  the  1991  Honor  Roll  of  Character  Building 
Colleges  that  includes  108  institutions  throughout  the  country.  Schools  on 
this  annual  listing  "best  exemplify  campuses  that  encourage  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  strong  moral  character  among  students." 


Mississippi  Baptists'  first  budget  ever  to  call  for  more  than  $1  million 
per  month  is  almost  on  target  after  two  months  of  this  year  as  the  total 
reaches  $2,093,832.  "This  is  the  second  year  in  a  row  that  missions  gifts 
have  been  more  than  $2  million  for  the  first  two  months  of  the  year," 
reports  Earl  Kelly,  MBCB  executive  director-treasurer. 


J.D.  Holden,  chief  of  police  of  Jackson,  reports  that  of  6,781  arrests 
made  in  Jackson  during  1950,  3,095  were  drunks  —  another  argument  for 
why  Mississippi  should  prohibit  the  sale,  pf  whiskey  and  also  why 

»  «•  •  i  it  /■  i»i.  \  •  tin  _  i  i.  i 


should  enforce  prohibition  laws  already  on  the  books. 


Ma«jh.1,|20(H 


ATLANTA  (Special)  —  When  Chris  job  and  find  a  way  of  meeting 
McNairy  sees  an  apartment  building,  he  nis  growing  desire  for  min- 
looks  beyond  the  concrete  walls  and  istry.  He  joined  West  Haven 
screened-in  patios  to  the  individuals  inside  Church  in  suburban  Memphis, 
as  they  eat  dinner,  watch  television,  and  and  was  soon  working  two 
put  their  children  to  bed. 

With  a  kind  of  spiritual  X-ray  vision  he 
calculates  how  many  residents  call  the 
dwelling  home  and  wonders  how  many  are 
facing  life  crises  without  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Then  he  begins  to  dream  of  a 
ways  to  reach  beyond  the  walls  with  evan-  ui 

STistic  ministries  that  bring  the  church  to  changi 
e  residents  in  new  and  exciting  ways 
McNairy  has  worn 
recent  years  — « 

church  staff,  pastor,  and  leader  "of  African 
American  ministries  for  the  Baptist  State  The 
Convention  of  Michigan.  His  newest  role  f 
as  national  missionary  for  the  North  been  reduced  to  onl’ 
American  Mission  Board  brings  him  back  When  McNairy  arrived 
to  the  love  of  his  life  —  helping  churches 
and  associations  start  indigenous  churches 
in  multihousing  communities.  The  catego¬ 
ry  includes  apartments,  condominiums,  dred  members  in  a  worship 
assisted  living,  public  housing,  and  manu-  center  that  once  sat  700  people, 
factured  housing.  Eventually  he  became  pas- 

McNairy  is  featured  during  the  2001  tor  and  began  to  look  at  ways 
Week  of  Prayer  for  North  American  the  small  congregation  could 
Missions,  March  4-11.  reach  the  community. 

The  soft-spoken  native  of  Forrest  City,  "We  began  prayer-walking 
Ark.,  hasn't  always  been  so  at  ease  witn  the  area  before  we  knew  what 
life.  As  a  young  man  he  became  angry  it  was  called,"  he  said.  "We 
because  strict  vision  requirements  disqual-  just  started  walking  around 
ified  him  from  a  career  as  a  pilot  while  still  the  neighborhood,  making 
in  ROTC.  mental  notes  of  what  we  saw, 

"That's  when  I  decided  to  accept  a  full  and  asking  God  how  we  could 
academic  scholarship  to  Wasnington  reach  the  people.  We  were 
University  in  St.  Louis  to  practice  law.  I  wondering  now  our  churches 
was  so  angry,  I  wanted  to  go  to  law  school  could  be  aying  if  there  were  so 
and  get  rich  and  go  into  politics  and  cut  the  many  people  moving  in. 
funding  to  the  Air  Force,"  he  said  vfath  a  "Wnat  we  discovered  was 


jobs-at  the  church  by  day  as 
minister  of  community  min¬ 
istries,  and  as  a  night  shift  jan¬ 
itor  at  McDonald's. 

West  Haven  was  located  in 
transitional  community 
lergoing  radical  social 
je.  White  flight  was 
pulling  Anglo  residents  to  the 
i  various  hats  in  suburbs  and  African- 
assistant  to  the  pastor  on  a  American  homeowners  were 

moving  in  to  take  their  places. 

:ormer  bastion  of  35 
Southern  Baptist  churches  had 
*  i  two. 
on  the 

scene.  West  Haven  had  begun 
its  ministry  in  a  former  Anglo 
church  with  less  than  a  hun- 


Missionary 
chat  set  for 
March  4,  7 


ALPHARETTA  (BP)  — 
Church  groups  and  individuals 
will  have  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  live  online 
"chat"  sessions  with  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  March  4  and 
March  7  during  th£  Week  of 
Prayer  for  North  American 
Missions. 

The  chats  are  part  of  an 
Internet-based  collection  of 
resources  related  to  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
(AAEO)  for  North  American 
missions  at  www.anniearm- 
strong.com. 

The  March  4  session  will  be 
held  from  3-5  p.m.  <CST.  A 
second  session,  ideal  for  mis¬ 
sion  groups,  will  be  held  from 
5-10  p.m.  CST  on  March  7.  A 
listing  of  featured  missionaries 
and  times  is  available  on  the 
www.anniearmstrong.com 
Web  site. 


starting  Sunday  Schools  in  St.  Louis  multi-  church  if  it  was  in  their  community,"  he  adds,  of  the  nation's  po] 
family  nousing  units.  That's  when  McNairy  began  doing  what  family  housing. 

After  completing  his  master's  degree  he  many  said  was  impossible,  and  he’s  still  •  More  than  9C 
moved  to  Tennessee  to  seek  a  public  service  doing  it  to  this  day  —  starting  churches  in  dents  are  unchucl 

^ _  multifamily  housing  settings  where  people  attend  any  church. 

t  ^  I  S<1V  can't  be  done.  Plus,  he  did  it  in  part-  McNairy  fights  t 

1  jJ  nership  with  the  local  association.  ti family  housing 

'  1  *'  *  "  if”  lift  IB  "I've  heard  all  of  the  excuses  win  it  lower  income. 

||  >  ,*1wi  ■ ,  jMSPI  can't  be  done,  but  the  fact  remains  that  "I'm  an  exampl 

i'irlt'  ) ojr.'  „  *,  »  J  within  a  few  short  years  we  and  the  Shelbv  lived  in  multifnm 

jPllJfe/  f-jjp  T  Association  had  missions  and  satellite  min-  life.  In  the  parkin 

1  ’  T  Y»  ******  W  ■  istries  in  40  multifamilv  housing  locations  dow  I  see  every  m. 

mat"  *_■ A i  that  were  donated  to  us  absolutely  free.  Chevrolets  to  shir 

,*>§  _»  That  space  us  $35,000  young  singles 

if  j  ...  _  month  renting  it  on 

om*  ^  ^ market,"  he  said.  residents  of  every 

jttw1  McNairy  has  since  become  an  evangelist  complex  is  a  sma 

rlKli  '  of  sorts  for  multifamily  housing  ministry  as  and  of  itself. 

I#  he  spreads  the  word  on  how  to  take  Christ  to  "Did  vou  know  l 

what  are  perceived  as  closed  communities.  Tennessee  has  3,001 
W  Tft-'  »  KTtlL "Relationships.  That's  the  key  word  to  churches,  yet  a  mi 

A?  being  successful  in  this  ministry,"  he  said  plex  with  700  units 

matter-of-factly.  "Without  a  relationship 
MSB  with  the  apartment  manager  and  owner, 

1,‘"<  —  you'll  never  get  your  foot  in  the  door." 

% _  1 Multifamily  housing  includes  more  than 

just  apartments,  McNairy  is  quick  to  point 
■  out  It  includes  residents  of  gated  communi- 

,ar'  ''"jJ  ties  and  manufactured  housing  communities. 

McNairy  has  an  impressive  track  record 
and  he  wants  to  share  his  knowledge  with 

PRIME  SPOT  —  Chris  McNairy  (left)  and  Jackie  Carroll  survey  a  manufac-  others.  His  facts  are  sobering: 
tured  housing  community  in  Tawas,  Mich.,  where  they  wguld  like  to  start  a  •  The  number  of  people  in  apartments 
Bible  study.  Carroll  is  multihousing  ministry  team  leader  for  East  Tawas  Church,  has  more  than  doubled  in  the  last  25  years. 


•  One  in  16  Americans  live  in  manufac-  waiting  to  hear  from  us:  when 

in  i/x 


which  already  has  a  ministry  in  Bay  Park  Tower  North,  a  high-rise  housing  com 


tured  housing: 


are  we  going  tQ  go  to  them? 


plex.  (Photo  By  Joe  Westbury) 
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Coward  set  to  lead  Blue  Mountain  College 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


ment  of  family  and  consumer  sciences 
and  health  education. 

Coward,  who  was  bom  in  Hattiesburg 


coward,  who  was  bom  in  Hattiesburg 
Bettye  Rogers  Coward  of  Clinton,  acad-  and  grew  up  in  Collins,  is  a  graduate  of 
emic  vice-president  at  Mississippi  College  Jones  County  Junior  College  in  Laurel  (AA 
(MC)  in  Clinton,  was  unani- _  :63);  Mississippi 


mously  selected  February  23 
by  the  Blue  Mountain  College 
(BMC)  board  of  trustees  to 
serve  as  the  seventh  president 
of  the  128-year  old.  Baptist- 
affiliated  school  located  in 
Blue  Mountain. 

"I  understand  and 
embrace  the  role  of  Christian 
colleges  in  preparing  gradu¬ 
ates  whose  lives  will  reflect  a 
faith-based  educational 
experience. 

"Joining  with  the  con¬ 
stituents  of  this  fine  institu¬ 
tion  to  continue  the  rich  tradi¬ 
tion  of  preparing  community 
and  denominational  leaders 
is  an  opportunity  I  eagerly 
anticipate,"  Coward,  57,  said 
in  a  press  release  prepared  by 
the  college. 


in  a  press  release  prepared  by  Coward  ported  by  the 

the  college.  Mississippi  Baptist 

Coward  has  also  served  as  professor.  Convention.  The  school  oners  a  Christian 
chair,  and  acting  chair  of  the  MC  depart-  education  for  women  with  a  coordinate 


University  for  Women  m 
Columbus  (BS  '65),  and 
the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in 
Hattiesburg  (MS  '66, 
Ed.D  '76).  She  received 
her  doctorate  in  higher 
education  administration. 

Coward  was  selected 
by  MC  faculty  and  stu¬ 
dents  as  the  school's 
Distinguished  Professor 
in  1990,  and  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  1991 
Mississippi  Legislature 
as  the  outstanding  facul¬ 
ty  member  at  MC. 

BMC  is  a  four-year  lib¬ 
eral  arts  undergraduate 
college  for  women  sup¬ 
ported  by  tne 
Mississippi  Baptist 


academic  program  for  men  preparing  for 
church-related  vocations. 

Coward  replaces  E.  Harold  Fisher,  who 
is  retiring  after  35  years  at  the  helm  of  the 
approximately  400-  student  school  locat¬ 
ed  in  Tippah  County  in  north  Mississippi. 

"Blue  Mountain  College  is  an  out¬ 
standing  college,  and  I  am  certain  Dr. 
Coward  will  build  on  the  solid  founda¬ 
tion  and  will  lead  the  college  to  new  and 
greater  heights,"  Fisher  said. 

"We  are  certainly  delighted  that  Dr. 
Bettye  Coward  has  agreed  to  serve  as 
Blue  Mountain  College's  seventh  presi¬ 
dent  and  are  especially  excited  about  the 
gifts  she  brings  to  the  job  which  are 
reflected  in  her  wonderful  teaching  and 
administration  at  Mississippi  College," 
said  Heywood  Washburn  of  Tupelo,  chair 
of  the  school's  board  of  trustees. 

Linda  Gholston  of  Grenada,  who 
chaired  the  search  committee  that  recom¬ 
mended  Coward,  told  trustees  that  the 
search  committee  was  impressed  with 
Coward's  passion  for  Christian  higher  edu¬ 
cation  ana  her  commitment  to  excellence. 

Coward  and  her  husband  Tom  are 
members  of  Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton,  and  the  parents  of  one  adult 
daughter. 


Flag 

Our  state  Legislature  has 
handed  to  us  the  responsibili¬ 
ty  of  choosing  one  of  two  cloth 
banners  to  be  our  state  flag. 

The  word  flag  has  differing 
meanings.  If  you  look  up  the 
definition  you  will  find  that 
flag  is  a  noun  that  refers  to  a 
banner,  or  a  piece  of  cloth, 
that  represents  a  people  or  an 
idea.  You  will  also  find  that 
flag  is  a  possible  verb,  refer¬ 
ring  to  someone  who  is  get¬ 
ting  tired. 

1  guess  it  could  be  said,  for 
many  of  us  here  in  Mississippi, 
that  both  definitions  are  applic¬ 
able  to  us  as  we  approach  April 
17  —  voting  day! 

Virtually  everyone  in  the 
state  has  an  opinion  about  the 
old  and  the  proposed  new  state 
flags.  According  to  the  poll¬ 
sters,  Mississippians  are  divid¬ 
ed  over  the  flag,  leaning  toward 
keeping  the  1894  version. 

Not  only  do  Mississippians 
have  an  opinion  about  tne  flag, 
or  flags,  tney  also  have  strong 
feelings  about  people  who 
have  opinions  about  the  flag. 

Some  people,  who  have 
opinions  about  the  flag  and 
aoout  other's  opinions,  feel 
that  nobody  else  should  have 
an  opinion!  Certainly,  minis¬ 
ters  should  not  have  an  opin¬ 
ion  about  the  flag,  nor  should 
governmental,  academic,  or 
athletic  leaders.  But,  they  all 
do  —  as  well  they  shoula! 

So  how  is  it  that  a  piece  of 
cloth,  regardless  of  tne  color 
or  configuration,  can  engen¬ 
der  such  deep  emotions?  The 
old  flag,  or  wnat  is  considered 
to  be  tne  present  state  flag  of 
Mississippi,  stirs  deep  emo¬ 
tions  in  two  areas  of  life: 

•  The  emotions  of  past 
history:  In  the  upper  left- 
hand  corner  of  .the  flag  is  the 
emblem  of  what  most  consid- 


Tfirectii  yns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  ^ 


er  to  be  the  flag  of  the 
Confederacy. 

Some  across  the  state  can 
trace  their  heritage  to  family 
members  who  fought  ana 
died  for  that  cause.  Though 
the  war  was  lost,  the  flag  has 
continued  to  live.  For  some,  it 
represents  the  living  memory 
of  their  dead  family  members. 

•  The  emotions  of  present 
independence:  The  other  ele¬ 
ment  of  emotion  that  is  stirred 
within  Mississippians  is  that 
the  flag  may  represent  our 
fierce  independence.  It  proba¬ 
bly  is  an  element  that  exists  in 
every  person  and  every  state, 
but  in  Mississippi  we  just 
don't  like  outsiders  (foreign¬ 
ers)  telling  us  what  to  do! 

At  times,  no  doubt,  we  have 
carried  this  to  the  extreme  and 
it  has  been  simply  hardhead¬ 
ed,  cussed  rebellion  on  our 
part,  but  we  figure  that  this  is 
fcmy  land,"  "my  house,"  "my 
town,"  "my  street,"  and  "my- 
whatever,"  and  I  can  do  with  it 
as  I  please! 

But,  that  emotional  sym¬ 
bolism  is  not  shared  by  every¬ 
one,  and  understandably  so. 
For  some  Mississippians  that 
symbol  conveys  nurt  and 
pain,  because  that  part  of  the 
flag  that  was  representative  of 
the  "old  south'*  was  wrapped 
around  organizations  whose 
goal  was  to  hurt,  hate,  and 
suppress  other  people. 

While  waving  that  banner, 
churches  were  burned,  homes 


destroyed,  and  people  killed. 
For  those  whose  families  were 
wrecked  and  ruined  in  the 
shadow  of  that  banner,  it  is 
understandable  why  it  is  the 
symbol  of  pain. 

Several  years  ago  I  visited 
the  killing  camps  of  Hitler's 
Nazis  at  Auschwitz  and 
Birkenau.  Many  of  the  records 
have  been  lost  or  destroyed, 
but  somewhere  around  a  mil¬ 
lion  people  were  abused,  mis¬ 
used,  tortured,  killed,  and 
burned  under  a  simple  ban¬ 
ner  of  red,  white,  and  black 
with  an  angular  emblem  in 
the  center  called  a  swastika. 

The  design  of  that  emblem 
was  creative  and  artistic,  but 
now  it  is  a  classic  representa¬ 
tion  of  hate!  While  my  family 
was  never  directly  affected  by 
the  people  who  waved  that 
banner,  I  stood  and  watched 
as  family  groups  would  come 
to  the  furnaces  where  their 
loved  ones  were  annihilated 
and  their  uncontrolled  tears 
moved  my  heart.  The  sight  of 
that  symbol  broke  their  hearts. 

So  what  could  or  should  be 
said  about  the  new  proposed 
flag  design?  Some  like  it, 
some  do  not.  Some  think  it  is 
appealing  and  some  think  it  is 
unattractive. 

It  does  have  some  positive, 
educational  features  about  it. 
The  cluster  of  20  stars  in  the 
corner,  with  one  being  larger 
than  the  rest,  indicates  that 
Mississippi  was  the  20th  state 
to  come  into  the  Union.  The 
combination  of  red,  white, 


and  blue,  like  that  of  Old 
Glory  with  all  of  the  symbol¬ 
ism  attached,  is  appealing. 

The  circle  of  13  stars  repre¬ 
sents  the  13  states,  and  the 
inner  circle  of  six  stars  indi¬ 
cates  the  different  flags  that 
have  flown  over  Mississippi, 
all  of  which  are  not  without 
significance.  The  inclusive 
nature  of  a  circle  could  be 
important  and  significant,  if 
we  are  a  state  that  is  inclusive 
of  all  people. 

The  proposed  flag  has  only 
been  around  for  a  few 
months,  and  therefore  has 
had  little  or  no  chance  to  be 
historically  important,  but  it 
could  be. 

I  was  asked  by  someone 
several  weeks  ago,  "Do  you 
believe  God  cares  what  our 
state  flag  looks  like?"  "No,"  I 
replied,  V'I  doubt  that  he  does! 
But,  I  do  know  that  he  deeply 
cares  about  the  way  we  treat 
each  other,  speak  to  each  other, 
and  care  for  one  another." 

Your  action  in  the  voting 
booth  on  April  17  will  be 
important.  Your  attitude  on 
the  way  to  vote  is  equally 
important.  How  can  we  pre¬ 
pare  and  participate? 

1.  Express  your  feelings 
and  opinions  with  respect 
and  consideration  of  others. 

2.  Be  open  to  the  views  and 
differing  opinions  of  others. 

3.  Pray  that  God  will  guide 
us  as  we  vote.  Many 
Mississippians  actually  do 
believe  that  God  cares  about 
the  daily  affairs  of  his  people. 

4.  Vote  for  the  flag  that  will 
be  the  most  meaningful  for 
Mississippi's  future.  One  per¬ 
son  said  to  me,  "It  is  the 
choice  of  the  lesser  of  two 
evils!"  I  choose  to  think  it  can 
be  the  better  of  two  futures.. 


on 

nL-HMifrfnr 

rOnwIOC 

pie  died 
nado,  many  disaster  relief 
needs  remain  in  the  Columbus 
area.  Those  needs  include 
debris  removal  and  other 
manual  labor,  and  First 
Church,  Columbus,  is  recruit¬ 
ing  volunteers  to  help  local 
residents.  People  interested  in 
providing  assistance  in  the 
Columbus  area  are  urged  to 
contact  Johnny  Presley  at  First 
Church,  Columbus,  at  (662) 
328-8955,  or  (662)  328-3915. 
For  full  coverage  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  disaster 
relief  response,  see  next  week's 
issue  of  The  Baptist  Record. 
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Life  Way  trustees  hear  reports  at  meeting 


the  upcoming  100th  Life  Way  scheduled  for  June  2002. 
Christian  Store  location  during  Arrington  reported  that  the 
the  national  chain's  75th  year;  conference  centers  hosted  moa» 
an  update  on  revitalization  of  than  106,000  guests  last  year. 
LifeWay's  two  national  confer-  More  than  1,200  campers 
ence  centers;  popular  titles  pub-  attended  Camp  Crestridge  for 
lished  by  Broadman  &  Holman  Girls  and  Camp  Ridgecrest  for 
Publishers;  and  progress  in  the  Boys,  and  18,000  teenagers 
LifeWay  Church  Resources  were  involved  in  youth  events, 
division  change  process.  Ken  Stephens,  president  of 

Gene  Mims,  president  of  the  Broadman  &  Holman 
LifeWay  Church  Resources  divi-  Publishers,  said  a  strong  first 
sion,  said  the  "church-focused"  quarter  in  book  sales  for  2001- 
structure  will  work  toward  "an  2002  follows  a  year  in  which 
achievable  future  of  1  million 
people  being  baptized  in  the 
waters  of  our  churches.  We  want 
to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the 
churches  and  not  just  the  need 
for  a  product.  Churches  will  find 
in  us  resources  —  not  just  prod¬ 
ucts,  but  resources.  We  want  to 
go  deeper  into  the  relationship." 

The  division  organization  to 
be  implemented  by  Oct.  1  will 
include  four  areas:  church  rela¬ 
tions,  solutions,  capabilities,  and 
organizational  performance. 

A  partnership  between 
LifeWay  and  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  to  work  with  churches 
in  starting  100,000  new  Bible 
study  units  also  was  announced. 

"If  you're  going  to  grow  a 
church,  you've  got  to  start  new 
units  and  you've  got  to  keep"" 
them  healthy,"  said  Bill  Taylor, 
director  of  LifeWay's  Sunday 
School  group. 

Richard  Harris,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  NAMB's  church  planti¬ 
ng  group,  said  the  effort  also 
will  include  state  convention 
and  associational  leaders. 

"It  ought  to  be  a  no-brainer 
that  we  work  together.  We've 
got  to  go  out  with  the  message 
that  Jesus  can  help  you  put  the 
pieces  of  your  life  back  togeth¬ 
er,"  he  said. 

Mark  Scott,  president  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Stores,  told 
trustees,  "God  is  at  work" 
through  the.  national,  chain. 

"We  continue  to  achieve  signif¬ 
icant  growth  and  strong  operat¬ 
ing  results,  but  the  real  story  is 
in  the  ministry  behind  the 
numbers,"  he  said. 

Scott  said  three  new  stores 
opened  during  October  and 
November  2000  in  Conyers, 

Ga.;  Paducah,  Ky.;  and  Katy, 

Tex.  The  store  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  was  remodeled  dur¬ 
ing  the  fall. 

A  store  to  be  opened  in 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  June  will  be 
the  100th  location  in  the  chain. 

Mike  Arrington,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  corporate  affairs 
division,  told  trustees  that 
LifeWay  conference  center  pri¬ 
ority  issues  for  the  year  are  con¬ 
struction  of  a  chapel  and  hotel 
at  Li|eWay  Ridgecrest  (N.C.), — 
among  the  first  steps  in  the 


The  .  Sundays  School 
Department  erf  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  is  sponsoring  a 
FAITH  Awareness  Meeting  at 
Trinity  Church,  Southaven,  on 
March  5,  from  1-3  p.m.  The 
meeting  is  free  of  charge. 

FAITH  is  an  ongoing,  com¬ 
prehensive  evangelism,  min¬ 
istry,  and  assimilation  strategy 
that  functions  through  the 
Sunday  School.  Participants 
team  a  simple  yet  powerful 
gospel  presentation,  then  visit 
prospects  and  members  for 
their  own  class  and  depart¬ 
ment.  Churches  using  the 
FAfTH  strategy  .report  more 


Considering 


Helping  Others? 


Thinking  health  care  field? 

If  you  are  consided%>  Strain  sciences  and  respiratory  care  -  in  a 

the  exciting  health  cxg-  ijtM  you  should  unique  faith-baaed  environment, 

know  that  there’s  an  extraordinary  school  Discover  higher  education  with  a 
not  far  from  you  that  te  one  of  the  region's  higher  purpose, 
best.  Baptist  College  of  Health  Sciences  in  To  register  for  one  at  our  Information 
Memphis  provides  high-quality,  baccalau-  Sessions,  please  call  (901)227-4330  or 
reate  programs  in  nursing,  radiological  1-800-796-7171. 

'  w 

Saturday,  March  3-10  sum.  •  Thursday,  March  29  -  6:30  p.m. 

Saturday,  April  7  -  10  aun.  *  Tuesdays  April  24  -  6:30  p.m. 


Higher  Education  With  A  Higher  Purpose 
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College  of  Health  Sciences 


among  the  first  steps  in  t 
revitahzatipn  of  both  centers. 
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TOWERING  MINISTRY  — 
Ken  Welborn,  director  of 
Christian  Ministries  to  the 
United  Nations  (UN)  commu¬ 
nity  in  New  York  and  a  North 
American  missionary,  checks 
his  schedule  outside  the  UN 
General  Assembly  building  in 
New  York.  About  10,000 
U.N.  employees  work  in  the 
Secretariat  building  in  the 
background.  (Photo  by  Don 
Rutledge)  • 


lowship  hall;  services  each  night 
at  7  p.m.;  Bernard  Campbell, 
Cordova,  Term.,  former  pastor  of 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Copiah 
County,  evangelist;  Hubert  Greer, 
Wesson,  music;  Marvin  Massey, 
interim  pastor. 

Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg: 
March  2-4;  Friday  and 
Saturday,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Billy  Henry, 
guest  speaker;  Tom  Bentley, 
music;  Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 

Antioch,  (Itawamba):  March 
11-14;  7  p.m.;  Tommy  Winders, 
Fulton,  evangelist;  James 
Rutledge,  pastor. 

Carey  Chapel,  Red  Banks: 

March  18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Randy  Atkinson,  guest 
speaker;  Billy  Joe  Kennedy, 
music;  and  O.  E.  Langner  Jr., 
pastor. 


1-800-948-6262 

BAPTIST  HEALTH  UNI 
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www.mbhs.org 


Wheeler  Grove  (Alcorn): 

March  4-7;  Sunday,  6:30  p.m.; 
Monday-Wednesday,  7  p.m.; 
Andy  Russell,  Pontotoc,  evange¬ 
list;  Kara  Blackard,  pastor. 

Sylvarena,  Wesson:  March  25- 
28;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  followed 
by  a  covered  dish  lunch  in  fel- 


TURKEY  2001 

Ancient  Asia  Minor 
May  30  -  June  11,  2001 

Area  of  Paul 
and  John 

Archaeological  Discovery 
Cultural  Understanding 
Spiritual  Inspiration 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦ 

Dr.  Roger  Greene,  Host 
?.0.  Box  1105,  Clinton,  MS  39060| 
(601)  924-5403 
E-mail:  mrgrekeij?acH.cofri 


Missionary  impacting  U.N.  world  for  Christ 


NEW  YORK  (Special) 
Maria  Teresa  "Tess"  Castaneda, 
an  employee  of  the  United 
Nations  in  Manhattan,  had 
plenty  of  cause  to  grieve  last 
year.  She  suffered  the  death  of 
ner  father,  and  more  recently 
the  loss  of  her  possessions  in  an 
apartment  fire. 

In  December  of  1999  she 
accepted  Christ  after  hearing  the 
Gospel  at  a  special  event  for  the 
U.N.  Secretariat  staff  sponsored 
by  Christian  Ministries  to  the 
United  Nations  Community. 
Now  she  can  only  praise  God 
for  his  mercy;  not  only  her 
father  before  nis  death,  but  also 
several  family  members  in  the 
Philippines,  came  to  Christ  as  a 
result. 

"I  know  I  have  lost  my 
home,  but  I  still  have  a  peace 
and  joy  that  I  never  had  when  I 
had  my  material  possessions," 
she  said  after  a  recent  meeting 
of  a  Bible  study  group  at  the 
ministry  that  has  become  a  key 
part  of  her  spiritual  family. 

Stories  like  Tess'  are  part  of 
what  motivates  North 
American  missionary  Ken 
Welborn  as  he  directs  the 
Christian  Ministries  to  the 
United  Nations.  Through  spe¬ 
cial  events  and  personal  visits, 
Welborn  is  helpmg  present  an 
evangelistic  witness  to  the 
United  Nations  community  — 
and  through  them,  the  world. 

"We  have  a  truly  wonderful 
opportunity  here  to  minister  to 
1»9  countries  in  one  localized 
area,"  said  Welborn.  "Leaders 
from  every  nation,  people. 


tongue,  and  tribe  are  represent¬ 
ed  here  at  the  United  Nations. 
Because  of  our  accreditation 
here  we  have  an  opportunity  to 
meet  in  their  offices  to  talk  to 
them  and  develop  relation¬ 
ships,  and  these  relationships 
can  have  an  impact  not  just 
here  in  New  York,  but  around 
the  world." 

Welborn  and  his  wife  Karen 
are  featured  during  the  2001 
Week  of  Prayer  for  North 
American  Missions,  March  4-11. 

While  Welbom's  ministry 
among  the  world's  top  leaders 
is  unusual  among  Southern 
Baptists,  so  was  nis  path  to 
vocational  ministry.  As  a  young 
management  consultant  in 
California,  Welborn  found  him¬ 
self  asked  to  become  an  execu¬ 
tive,  and  later  partner,  in 
Harmony  Foods  —  a  manufac¬ 
turer  of  trail  mix,  confections, 
and  other  snack  foods  sold  in 
bulk  to  supermarkets. 

"My  measure  of  success  was 
the  American  dream  of  position, 
power,  and  prestige,"  he  said. 

Despite  nis  earthly  success, 
he  said  he  still  felt  the  classic 
"God-shaped  void"  within  that 
drew  him  first  to  seek  out 
Christ.  He  had  grown  up  in  a 
Christian  home,  and  the  truths 
he  learned  as  a  child  took  root 
in  his  life. 

"The  Lord  showed  me  that 
there  was'  more  to  life  than 
making  candy  and  making 
money,  and  I  became  a 
Christian.  After  two  and  a  half 
years,  I  really  felt  I  was  being 
called  into  ministry.  We  sold 


Look  at  the 
big  picture. 

A  Baptist,  we're  committed  to 


i  mt  Baptist,  we're  committed  to 
providing  a  full  range  of  health  care 
services.  So,  whether  you're  seeking 
care  for  your  child's  skinned  knees  or 
your  grandmother's  blocked  arteries, 
the  picture  is  clear. 


our  business,  and  we  went  to 
seminary  where  God  trained 
us,  taught  us,  and  used  us." 

"People  say  how  could  you 
give  that  up,"  he  added,  "but  the 
truth  is  that  I  gave  up  very  little. 
God  gave  up  everything  for  me, 
and  if  he  is  calling  me  to  follow 
him,  then  that  is  really  where  my 
heart  was  and  still  is." 

After  graduating  from 
Southeastern  Seminary, 

Welborn  served  as  minister  of 
outreach  and  education  at  a 
church  in  south  Texas  for  three 
and  a  half  years.  Then  he  was 
asked  by  the  North  American 
mission  Board  to  lead  the  min¬ 
istry  t^the  United  Nations. 

''I  certainly  didn't  plan  to 
come  to  New  York  City,  but  the 
call  from  God  was  very  clear," 
he  said.  "After  coming  here  I 
realized  that  this  was  tne  min¬ 
istry  that  he  truly  had  for  me  all 
along." 

While  Welborn  travels  to 
midtown  Manhattan  each  day, 
Karen  manages  their  home  in 
suburban  Connecticut  — 
including  home-schooling  their 
six  children.  She  also  helps 
entertain  diplomats  and  other¬ 
wise  supports  Ken's  ministry. 

Welborn  has  developed  a 
two-pronged  focus  for  Christian 
Ministries  to  the  United 
Nations,  which  has  existed  since 
1972.  The  Thursday  Bible  study 
and  other  efforts  for  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith  that  has  developed 
is  primarily  designed  to  reach 
the  10,000  employees  of  the 
United  Nations  Secretariat  — 
the  office  high-rise  adjacent  to 
the  building  where  the  United 
Nations  meets  in  Manhattan. 

The  other  group  the  min¬ 
istry  seeks  to  impact  is  the 
diplomats  themselves,  who 
work  out  of  missions  sur¬ 
rounding  the  United  Nations 
and  generally  are  not  accessi¬ 
ble  through  traditional  means. 
Through  several  special  events 
each  year  —  including  the  ban¬ 
quet  featuring  Billy  Graham  — 
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Welborn  is  able  to  make  con¬ 
tacts  that  allow  him  to  gain  an 
audience  with  them.  In  tne  two 
ears  he  has  been  in  New  York, 
relborn  said,  "God  has 
opened  doors  to  ambassadors 
and  diplomats  from  about  80 
different  countries." 

"We  follow  up  by  taking 
them  tapes  of  the  events  or  a 
Bible  or  something  else  that  we 
might  provide  as  a  result  of 
their  participation,"  he  said. 
"That  Degins  the  acquaintance, 
and  then  from  that  point  we 
have  access  to  develop  the 
relationship.  From  there  God 
continues  to  open 
those  doors  for  us 
to  minister." 


Revival  Dates 
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Meeting  needs  key  part  of  new  NAMB  resource 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The  North  challenge  of  'meeting  ne 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  com-  Yarbrough notedthe 
mitment  to  meeting  human  needs  as  an  assist  nearly  90  corn- 
essential  element  of  its  evangelism  strate-  munity  ministry  cen- 
gy  is  being  reinforced  with  the  introduc-  ters  across  the  country 
tion  of  a  new  resource  to  make  it  easier  for  that  are  doing 
churches  to  implement  a  broad  range  of  "tremendous  work"  in 
ministry  initiatives.  impacting  their  areas 

"His  Heart,  Our  Hands:  A  Ministry  with  tne  gospel. 
Evangelism  Toolkit,"  released  in  early  "However,  the  45,000 
February,  combines  a  comprehensive  intro-  SBC  churches  and 
duction  to  ministry  evangelism  as  well  as  missions  are  all  non¬ 
specific  examples  and  detailed  action  plans  istry  centers.  If  we  can 
for  a  variety  of  proven  ministries.  Ministry  assist  these  churches 
evangelism  includes  everything  from  con-  to  effectively  meet 
ventional  food  pantries  and  benevolence  needs  and  share  Christ 
ministries  to  literacy  missions,  after-school  —  wow,  what  an  army 
tutoring,  felt-need  conferences,  transporta-  of  compassion!" 
tion  ministries,  and  pregnancy  care  centers.  "Basically  this  is  an 
"Every  church  of  any  size  in  every  kind  of  Acts  1:8  strategy," 
location  can  be  involved  in  ministry-based  added  Jerry  Pipes, 
evangelism,"  said  John  Yarbrough,  NAMB's  NAMB's  director  of 
vice  president  for  evangelization.  "The  ministry  evangelism. 
Ministry  Evangelism  Toolkit  is  designed  to  "This  is  mobilizing 
assist  tne  church  to  put  simple  handles  on  the  every  Southern  Baptist 


First  Church,  Belzoni,  will  Single  WOW,  a  spiritually 
celebrate  its  115  years  of  min-  exciting  weekend  for  single 
istry  on  March  25.  'The  mom-  adults,  will  be  held  at  Temple 
ing  worship  service  will  be  at  Church,  Hattiesburg,  March  2-4. 

10  a.m.  ana  lunch  will  follow.  For  additional  information,  con- 
The  6  p.m.  service  will  be  a  ser-  tact  the  church  at  (601)  544-1794. 
vice  of  song  and  praise. 

William  Perkins,  editor  of  The  The  Cross  Ministry  presents 
Baptist  Record,  will  give  the  a  spectacular,  life-cnanging 
morning  message.  Perkins  is  event.  "The  Crucifixion  and 
from  Belzoni  and  First  Church  Death  of  a  Man  called  Jesus" 
is  his  home  church.  George  C.  will  be  presented  at  First 
Johnson  is  pastor.  Church,  Batesville,  11  a.m.  on 

March  11  and  7  p.m.  on  April  13. 

The  Women  on  Mission  and  Gabbert;  Eddie 

the  Women's  Enrichment  Derma  Church,  Derma,  held  Aldridge, 

Ministries  of  First  Church,  a  ground  breaking  service  for 
Richton,  will  host  Kay  DeKalb  its  new  sanctuary.  The  service 


are  Dan  Parker;  Kenny 
Dismuke;  Johnny  Langford; 
David  Mitchell;  A.  D.  Blount; 
Billy  W.  Parker;  Mark 
McNeese,  church  bondsman; 
and  Dale  Bailey;  (front  row) 
Thomas  Langford;  Dock 
•llinger;  Chris 
,  pastor;  Mark 
Harrelson,  chairman;  Beverly 
Hannaford;  Debbie  Parker; 
Smith,  conference  speaker,  6:30  took  place  on  Feb.  11  during  the  David  Lee;  aQcPJSrhes  Wright. 

p.m.  on  March  10.  For  addition-  - ~^r— - 

al  information,  contact  the  kj: , 

church  office  at  (601)  788-9607  IT  Jkl 

or  Lois  Bell  at  (601)  784-3764. 


Grace  Church,  Philadelphia, 

recently  had  their  annual 
Children's  Retreat  at  Camp 
Dixon  in  Neshoba  County. 
Dennis  Duvall  is  pastor. 


Bethel  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  will  conduct  a  series 
of  revival  meetings  beginning 
on  March  11  at  11  a.m.  and  1 
p.m.  and  continuing  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  at  7  p.m.  The 
guest  speaker  will  be  Jim 
Chester  from  Slidell,  La. 
Chester  is  an  illusionist  who 
uses  his  gift  to  share  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ.  Eric 
Malone,  minister  of  music  at 
Bethel  Church,  will  lead  the 
music. 


North 
Carolina.  He 
holds  certifi¬ 
cations  in  a 
number  of 
HR-related 
issues, 
including 
Employee 


Jesse  Eugene  Price,  74,  of 
McComb,  died  Jan.  26  at  his 
residence.  He  was  a  member 
of  North  McComb  Church, 
McComb,  where  he  served  as 
minister  of  music  for  1 7  years 
before  his  retirement  in  1995. 
He  also  served  as  minister  of 
music  at  Central  Church, 
McComb,  for  8  1/2  years. 
Price  was  a  graduate  of 
Southwest  Mississippi  Junior 
College,  Mississippi  College, 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of 
46  years,  Carolyn  Thornhill 
Price  of  McComb;  daughter, 
Brenda  Belaga-Price  of 
Pineville,  La.;  sons,  Brian  Price 
of  Madison  and  Barry  Price  of 
Fairbanks,  Alaska;  brother, 
Carlton  Price  of  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas;  sister,  Rebecca 

Bellipanni  of  McComb;  and 
grandsons.  Will  and  Max  Price 
of  Madison. 


Ground  breaking  service  at  Derma  Church,  Derma 


LifeWay’s  Exclusive  Bus  Source 


■  Mark  Schultz  will  be  in  con¬ 
cert  at  Fifteenth  Avenue 
Church,  Meridian,  on  March  4 
Jones  at  6  p.m.  Call  (601)  485-4113  for 
more  information. 


Relation  si 
Law,  Total  ™ 

Quality 
Management, 
and  Positive 
Relations.  Jones  has  served  as 
chairman  of  the  building  com 
mittee  at  Castlewoods  Churcl 
in  Brandon. 


CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC 

(800)  370-6180 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


it  Cushions  It  Baptistries 
*  ”w  +  Steeples  it  Renovation 

k-'sKTi  it  Pews  and  Pulpit 

• (New  and  Used) 
Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 


Calvary  Church,  New 
Augusta,  will  host  the  Gospel 
Echoes  and  Tim  Frith  on 
March  10,  at  7  p.m.  The  Luther 
K.  Turner  Memorial  Day  will 
be  March  11  at  10  a.m.  Terry 
Joe  Terrell  and  La  Briska  Boose 
will  be  singing  on  April  14,  at 


Jackson  957-3762 
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Timothy  Leigh  Parker,  a 
native  of  Philadelphia  and 
pastor  of  Montgomery  Church, 
Summit,  received  the  master  of 
divinity  degree  in  pastoral  min¬ 
istry  on  Dec.  16  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Clarke  College  and  Mississippi 
College. 


Deacon  ordination  service 
was  held  for  Allen  Austin  on  Feb 
4  at  Parkway  Church,  Hernando. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Barney 
Austin,  (candidate's  uncle); 
Allen  Austin;  Jim  Austin  (deacon 
vice-chairman  and  candidate's 
father),  and  Mike  Ramage,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Parkway  Church. 


Howell  and  Snyder 


The  members  of  Mt.  Moriah  Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  that  accept¬ 
ed  the  challenge  to  read  through  the  Bible  in  the  year  2000  (pictured 
from  left,  bottom  row)  are  Mary  Thornton,  Kathy  Leonard,  Elsie  Hart, 
and  Regina  McCaffrey;  (top  row)  Thomas  Thornton;  Freddie 
Leonard;  and  Danny  Moss,  pastor. 


Agricola  Church, 
Lucedale,  licensed 
Caleb  Howell  (left)  to 
the  ministry  on  Nov. 
12.  Tommy  Snyder, 
pastor,  is  pictured 
with  Howell. 

Kevin  Chrestman 
was  licensed  to 
ministry  by  Mt. 
Moriah  Church, 
Bruce,  on  Dec  6. 
Chrestman  is  avail¬ 
able  for  pulpit  supply 
and  canoe  reachea  at 
(662)  983-2709. 

Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Max  Price,  pastor; 
and  Chrestman. 


B.  Austin,  A.  Austin,  J.  Austin,  and  Ramage 


Price  and  Chrestman 


Center  Ridge 
Church,  Yazoo  City, 
recently  honored 
Barbara  McGinty  at 
a  reception  on  the 
occasion  of  her 
retirement  after 
having  served  30 
years  as  church 
secretary.  McGinty 
can  be  contacted  at 
37  Witherspoon 
Road,..  Yazoo  City, 
MS  39194. 

Pictured  wi 
McGinty  is  Mike 
Sutton,  pastor. 


Baptists  helping  survivors  of  new  earthquake 


SAN  SALVADOR,  El 
Salvador  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  missionaries  and  volun¬ 
teers  already  aiding  survivors  of 
January's  deadly  earthquake  in 
El  Salvador  immediately  began 
responding  to  the  powerful  new 


quake  that  hit  the  Central 
American  nation  Feb.  13. 

The  latest  temblor,  register¬ 
ing  6.6  on  the  Richter  scale, 
struck  in  the  morning  as  many 
people  were  heading  for  work. 
It  killed  more  than  170  people 


and  injured  at  least  1,600  while 
inflicting  major  damage  on 
three  districts  near  the  capital 
city  of  San  Salvador. 

"We  already  have  a  couple  of 
thousand  nice,  warm  blankets 
in  our  warehouse  that  we  had 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  Maternity, 

Prescription  Drugs. 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

□  Long-term  Nursing  Care 

Also  available:  Home  Health  Care 

□  Final  Expense  Burial  Plan 

Affordable  Senior  Life  Protection 
Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 

Not  connected  with  any  Government  program. 

For  full  details  on  coverage  including 
_ ^limitations  and  exclusions  call  today!  s 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047) 

or  call  toll-free: 

1-877-232-0686 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
and  on  disability 


Fa 


not  yet  passed  out”  to  survivors 
of  tne  Jan.  13  quake,  reported 
Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Mark  Grumbles  from  San 
Salvador  on  Feb.  13. 

"We’ve  already  given  out 
4,000  blankets,  and  these  are 
received  with  great  enthusiasm 
as  people  are  sleeping  outside  in 
makeshift  shelters  of  elastic,  tin, 
or  cardboard  if  they  can  get  it. 
"We’ve  helped  to  provide 
lastic  and  food  to  about  2,000 
amilies  as  well,”  he  said. 

Disaster  relief  volunteers 
sent  by  Texas  Baptist  Men  to 
help  clean  up  and  provide 
drinking  water  to  a  town  hit  by 
the  previous  quake  "got  a  scare" 
when  the  new  quake  hit. 
Grumbles  said. 

"They  are  all  safe  —  just 
about  everything  in  that  town 
had  fallen  down  last  month," 
Grumbles  reported. 

"A  team  from  California  and 
Alabama  was  doing  the  same 
work  last  week.  Baptist  Men 
from  North  and  South  Carolina 
are  preparing  to  come  this 
month,  too,"  he  said 

Contributions  toward  the 
relief  effort  can  be  sent  to  IMB, 
General  Relief  Fund  —  El 
Salvador  Earthquake,  P.O.  Box 
6767,  Richmond,  Va.  23230. , 


Staff  changes 

First  Church,  Mathiston, 

has  called 
Lowell  D. 
Ingram  as 

pastor  effec¬ 
tive  Feb.  5. 
A  native  of 
Memphis, 
T  e  n  n  .  , 
Ingram 
|  received  his 
education  at 
Mississippi 
State  University,  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  and  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary.  His 
previous  place  of  service  was 
Cato  Church,  Rankin  County. 

Vardaman  Church,  DeKalb, 

has  called  Jessie  L.  Napp  of 
Meridian  as  pastor,  effective 
Jan.  1 . 


Ingram 
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Las  Vegas:  big  numbers  not  only  in  casinos 


7  Jesus  Christ 

■  g^> 

•Requests  tfu  ‘Honor! 
of  Jour  Presence  Lm 
in  Heaven!  H 


As  a  '  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  mis¬ 
sionary,  Mejia,  however,  still 
likes  nis  odds.  "Our  churches 
here  live  on  the  cutting  edge, 
meeting  people  where  they 
are,"  he  said.  "It's  the  law  of 
survival,  if  you  don't  you  die." 

Mejia  and  his  wife  of  20  years, 

Jan,  are  among  the  missionaries 
featured  in  the  2001  Week  of  School,  evangelistic  block  par-  Vegas  aimed  at  evangelizing  the 
Prayer  for  North  American  ties,  after-school  programs,  city  and  starting  new  churcnes. 
Missions,  March  4 -11.  ministries  to  the  hungry  and  Despite  its  reputation  as  "Sin 

"We're  discovering  and  illiterate,  and  concerts.  City"  or  the  modern-day 

looking  for  ways  the  church  In  a  city  where  nearly  every-  Sodom  and  Gomorah,  Mejia 
can  effectively  penetrate  the  thing  glitters  Mejia  said  it  is  said  people  in  Las  Vegas  have 
community  to  share  the  often  the  simplest  acts  of  kind-  the  same  needs  or  people 
Gospel,"  Mejia  said.  ness  —  such  as  handing  out  everywhere.  "They're  people 

As  a  ministry  evangelism  cups  of  cold  water,  hot  coffee,  for  whom  Christ  died,"  he  said, 
specialist  with  the  Southern  free  gifts  or  providing  diaper-  They  keep  moving  to  Las 
Nevada  Baptist  Association,  changing  and  infant-feeding  Vegas,  Mejia  said  citing  a  net 
Mejia  coordinates  evangelistic  stations  at  outdoor  events  —  gam  of  about  5,000  new  resi- 
outreach  ministries  at  ritzy  sky-  that  make  people  receptive  to  dents  each  month,  according  to 
scraper  casino-hotels  on  the  the  Gospel  message.  Census  records, 

neon-lit  Las  Vegas  Boulevard,  "People  are  receptive  and  "People  are  looking  for  fam- 
the  Las  Vegas  Motor  Speedway,  warm  and  curious/  he  said,  ily  values,  a  better  community 
Lake  Mead  campground  —  "They're  seeking,  but  they're  for  their  families,"  Mejia  said, 
home  to  the  second  largest  man-  not  mterested  in  your  God,  A  west  Texas  native  from  a 
made  lake  in  the  world  —  and  they're  not  interested  in  what  missionary  family  with  seven 
tourist  magnet  Hoover  Dam.  he  can  do,  they're  interested  in  sisters  and  four  brothers,  Mejia 
By  practicing  what  Mejia  what  he's  doing  in  your  life."  knows  from  experience  that  last- 
calls  '^street  evangelism"  at  Recognized  as  the  entertain-  ing  family  values  are  discovered 
major  entertainment,  resort,  ment  capital  of  the  world.  Las  when  Christ  is  the  foundation, 
and  leisure  venues,  local  Vegas  attracts  36  million  tourists  Mejia's  parents  were  church 
churches  are  able  to  reach  the  each  year.  Yet,  Mejia  said,  the  planters  with  the  former  Home 
unchurched  masses.  city's  bright  lights  only  mask  a  Mission  Board  for  20  years.  He 

"People  are  not  beating  your  spiritual  darkness  evidenced  by  professed  Christ  as  Savior  at 
door  down,"  he  said.  v'They  its  high  divorce  rate,  suicide  nine  years  of  age. 
don't  want  in  your  church,  rate,  and  proliferation  of  prosti-  Following  graduation  from 

They  don't  care  what  you  do  tution  ana  illegal  drug  use.  Hardin-Simmons  University, 

there.  If  your  relationship  with  During  2001,  NAMB  is  con-  Abilene,  Texas,  Mejia  taught 
Jesus  Christ  has  not  trans-  ducting  its  Strategic  Focus  high  school  chorus,  hand,  and 
formed  you  they  dori't  want  Cities  initiative  throughout  Las  Spanish  for  a  few  years  before 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  e\  en  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  ( John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


MAKING  PLANS  —  Missionary  Isaiah  Mejia  (center)  shares  a  moment  with  director  of  missions 
Harry  Watson  (left)  and  Cecilia  Grigsby  (right).  The  three  were  meeting  to  help  find  a  pastor  for  a  new 
ministry  that  was  being  established.  (Photo  By  Gibbs  Frazeur) 


invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
^ ,  EARN  UP  TO:  io% 


1004  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA 


Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


More  than  1000  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  VMingtOn 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 

6()l-3nd-24(X)  or  1 -H00-442-0290  I1U  W  '  ^ 


5408- A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

Fotmore  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  dest  ribes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subjei  t  to  availability. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


VanWinkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 
Pew  Upholstery 


Martin  Northern  800-468-3007 

PO  Box  1302  501-310-3100 

Benton,  AR  72018-1302  Pax  501-316-3110 


Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1 -8%624-9627 


ffease  send  me  Ifilprmatton  on  the  First 
Mo-t*<je  Church  Bonds  currently  eemg  offered  ky 
Great  Nation  Investment  Corn. 
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Baptist  College  News 


William  Carey  College  will  Mississippi  College  Library  Fo 

Associates  meeting,  March  4  at  Colic 
2  p.m.,  will  feature  George  were 
Thatcher  of  Gulfport,  author  of  prest 
"Beach  Walks"  and  "Beach  Awai 
Walks  II,"  as  the  guest  speaker.  Horn 
For  more  information,  contact  Lunc 
David  Wright  at  (601)  925-3438.  on  th 


The  William  Carey 
College  Black  Student 
Association  (BSA) 
Plus  will  host  a  Gospel 
iFest  March  2  at  7  p.m. 
m  the  Dumas  Smith 
^Auditorium  on  the 
(Hattiesburg  campus. 


present  "Fine  Work 
Guaranteed":  The  Studio 
Photography  of  F.  S. 
McKmght,  1894-1930, 

Aberdeen.  This  traveling  exhi¬ 
bition  from  Aberdeen's  Evans 
Memorial  Library  features 
over  110  black 
and  white  silver  W  '  '/ 

gelatin  prints. 

These  were  |l  » ,*  »  : 
selected  fromil  '  *  "  ; 

13,975  images  BC ,  '* 


Lpproximately  10 


Hattiesburg  and  sur- 
roundhag  area  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  event. 

;  Tickets  are  $3  and  cm 
be  purchased  at  the 
door.  Proceeds  from 
the  Gospel  Fest  will  go 
to  the  BSA  Plus,  ror 
more  information  call 
rYolanda  Jenkins  at 
(601)  *  582-6266,  or 
Mary  Beth  Bankson  at 
(601)  582-6444. 


James  T. 
Hannaford, 
dies  at  age  80 

James  Thomas  Hannaford 
Jr.,  80,  died  Feb.  5.  Hannaford 
served  as  minister  of  music 
and  associate  pastor  at  First 
Church,  Moss  Point,  for  32 
years.  He  previously  served 
Central  Church,  Hattiesburg; 
First  Church,  Tupelo;  Eden 
Church,  Denham  Springs,  La.; 
and  First  Church,  Columbia. 

Hannaford  is  survived  t>y 
his  wife  of  54  years,  Pearl 
Conaway  Hannaford  of  Moss 
Point;  sons,  David  H. 
Hannaford  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
and  Jim  Hannaford  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  daughter,  Jan 
Hannaford  Webb  of  Metepec, 
Mexico;  brother,  Cecil  W. 
Hannaford  of  Dunwoody,  Ga.; 
and  three  grandchildren. 

Memorials  may  be  made 
to  the  J.  T.  Hannaford 
Memorial  Fund  of  First 
Church,  Moss  Point. 


Jones,  Andrea  Gunn,  i - — ""L  church-related  voca- 

Amanda  Howard,  fltions  scholarship 

Virginia  Hearn,  Shanna  I  recipient.  She  is  a 

Wilbanks,  Gena  I  member  of  the 

Cambum,  Dana  Conn,  Baptist  Student 

Mary  Hutson,  Heather  ■  Union,  Omicron 

Smith,  Cristy  Turner,  I  -1  Kappa  Delta  Honor 

Abigail  Gunn'  and  Rena  Society,  and  has 

Haynes.  All  of  the  com-  maintained  a  dean's 

positions  above  will  be  list  academic  stand- 

published  in  April  in  The  Smithing.  A  graduate  of 

Mountain  Breeze,  the  Copiah-Lincoln 

student  literary  journal  at  BMC.  Community  College,  she  is 
Heather  Smith's  design  was  cho-  the  daughter  of  Robert  and 
sen  for  the  cover  of  The  Debbie  Norwood.  The  court. 
Mountain  Breeze.  elected  by  the  student  body, 

*  included  senior  maids 

Mississippi  College  (MC)  Jeannie  Michelle  Miller  of 
Naturals  will  pefform  their  Pensacola,  Fla.  and  Tamara 
annual  spring  show,  "Naturally  Brianne  Roberts  of  Pace,  Fla. 
Spectacular,"  on  March  29,  30,  Junior  maids  were  Tiffanie 
and  31  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Swor  Nicole  Cooper  of  Slidell,  La. 
Auditorium  on  the  MC  campus,  and  Keri  Elizabeth  Norwood 
Under  the  direction  of  Carol  Joy  of  Hazlehurst.  Sophomore 
Sparkman,  the  Mississippi  maids  were  Valerie  Suzanne 
College  Naturals  is  a  show^  Brewer  of  Brandon  and 
troupe  that  provides  entertain-  Stephanie  Jill  Ogle  of 
mart  for  a  variety  of  audiences.  Hattiesburg.  Freshman  maidsf 
Tickets  may  be  ordered  by  call-  were  Stephanie  Rae  DrcHcens 
ing  the  music  department  office  of  Seminary  and  LaDona  Kay, 
at  (601)  925-3440.  Ferguson  of  Laurel. 


Photography  of  F.S.  McKnight 


MINISTER  OF  CHILDREN/CHIL-  FOR  SALE:  51  church  pews  and  pulpit 
DREN'S  PASTOR:  Zion  Baptist  Church  furniture.  Pews  are  1 3  feet  long.  Cost 
is  a  purpose  driven  Southern  Baptist  $4,995.00.  Call  (601)  763-7571. 
church  in  northwestern  Kentucky  seek-  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPA- 
ing  a  full-time  leader  for  children's  NY,  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also 
ministries,  birth  through  grade  6.  church  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For 
Candidates  should  possess  vibrant  more  information  call  (662)  453-7424 
people  skills  and  strong  administrative  or  fax  us  at  (662)  455-6743.  Located 
and  leadership  gifts.  Must  also  demon-  at  107  North  Stone  Avenue, 
strate  a  genuine  call  of  Cod,  a  mature  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
personal  relationship  with  lesus,  and  a  PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
servant's  heart.  Send  resume  to  ZBC  smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Search  Committee,  Zion  Baptist  Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group 
Church,  8158  HWY  351,  Henderson,  rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
KY  42420.  Call  (270)  830-8053  or  e-  Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson, 
mail  edavis@henderson.net.  Website:  MS,  (601)  372-7700. 
www.zionbaptist.org.  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL.  Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483- 
1  -800-830-0583.  7958  or  call  1  -800-368-2705. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  RESUMES  REQUESTED  for  FBC 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and  Zachary,  La.  Pastor  retiring.  Send  resume 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates,  to  FBC,  c/o  Sam  Johnson,  P.O.  Box  593, 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601)  Zachary,  LA  70791.  Minimum  of  5 
948-3391 .  Since  1965.  years  pastoral  experience  required. 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED  FOR  SALE:  Forty-six  choir  robes,  $35 
GLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church  win-  each.  Forty-five  red  choir  dresses 
dows.  Columbus  -  toll  free  1-877-  designed  by  Praise  Hymn  Fashions 

477-1899.  _  (like  new),  $30  each.  Sixty-two 

ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN,  church  pews  (12  foot  and  16  foot 
3-manual  with  drawknobs.  Six  years  long).  Church  sound  system  (Peavey) 
old.  Four  finished  speakers.  45  speak-  including  equipment  rack,  $2000. 

ing  stops,  55  rank  equivalent.  (662)  226-5316.  - _ 

Expander  II  and  Smart  recorder.  Perfect  SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
condition.  $28,500.  Contact  Jim  or  rent.  Excellent  for  staff  retreats  or  fami- 

Susan  Link  9  (601)  264-2116. _  ly  vacations.  Four  bedrooms  plus  pull 

ECONOMY  PASSION  PLAY  PACKAGE  out  sofa,  2  1/2  bath,  large  screen 
FOR  GROUPS.  Tickets,  lodging,  and  porch,  located  in  a  private  subdivision 
meals,  all  for  just  $36  at  Keller's  at  the  beach  at  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.  Call 
Country  Dorm  Resort,  Eureka  Springs,  Allan  or  Linda  Rankin  and  we  will  e- 

Ark.  Call  (800)  859-8952.  maif^hotos  (888)  784-4025':  •  j 


Name 


Phone 


Address 


Church _  Association _ 

Enclose  a  $20  non-refundable  registration  fee.  Fee  includes  materials, 
noon  meal,  and  break  time  refreshments.  Mail  registration  form  to: 
Keyboard  Workshop  2001,  Church  Music  Department,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  .  39205-0530.  Call  (800)  748-1651,  ext:  272  or  ^  ^ 

(601)  292-3272.  Do  Not  Bring  Your  Keyboard. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  DURANT, 

MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  Send  resume  to  Rev. 
Dan  Watts,  132  W.  Mulberry  Street, 
Durant,  MS  39063.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  the  church  at  (662)  653*3105, 
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MONTREAL,  Quebec, 
Canada  (Special)  —  Many 
North  American  missionaries 
see  themselves  as  being  ambas¬ 
sadors  for  Christ.  Georges 
Boujakly  also  sees  himself  as 
being  an  ambassador  for 
Southern  Baptists. 


Church  planter  confronts  barriers  to  Gospel 


BRISK  WALK  —  Georges 
Boujakly  (left),  a  church 
planter  strategist  in  Quebec, 
discusses  strategy,  during  a 
brisk  winter  walk  with  fellow 
North  American  missionary 
David  Brazzeal  near  his  home. 
(Photo  by  Phil  Carpenter) 


That's  because  in  Canada 
where  he  serves.  Southern 
Baptists  —  or  any  evangelical 
faith  group  —  are  clearly  in  the 
minority,  in  the  new  millenni¬ 
um,  faith  based  on  scriptural 
absolutes  is  out;  post-mod¬ 
ernism  and  its  culture  of  rela¬ 
tive  truth  are  in. 

"Quebec  Province  is  the 
most  post-modern  society  in 
North  America,"  he  says  with  a 
tone  of  heaviness  in  his  voice. 

Boujakly,  a  church  planter 
strategist,  and  his  wife,  Carolyn, 
are  featured  during  the  2001 
Week  of  Prayer  for  North 
American  Missions,  March  4-11. 

As  he  drives  around  the  city 
looking  for  places  to  plant  a  new 
congregation,  he  is  constantly 
reminded  of  the  barriers  to  the 
Gospel.  Symbols  of  Christianity 
are  everywhere  and  serve  as 
anchors  of  the  French  Catholic 
heritage  of  its  past. 
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Churches  stand  tall  and  proud 
with  spires  pointing  heaven¬ 
ward,  but  they  are  largely  empty, 
visited  by  a  handful  of  me  faith¬ 
ful  and  given  lip  service,  if  that, 
by  the  majority  of  the  population. 

"Forty  years  ago  the  'Silent 
Revolution'  started  in  our  uni¬ 
versities.  It  began  not  by  teach¬ 
ing  against  the  Catholic  Church, 
but  by  teaching  beyond  a  reli¬ 
gious  framework  or  perspec¬ 
tive,"  Boujakly  explains. 

"Up  until  men  all  of 
Quebecois  life  was  dominated 
by  the  Catholic  Church.  ...The 
students  didn't  demonstrate  in 
the  streets,  they  didn't  seek 
media  attention  for  their  cause; 
they  simply  dropped  out  of 
church,  one  by  one." 

Today  it's  a  different  society 
that  greets  internationals  to  this 
provmce  —  which  considers 
itself  a  distinct  nation  and  is 
known  for  its  European-style 
cities  and  natural  beauty.  It's  a 
society  that  has  relegated  the 
church  to  the  bottom  of  the 
heap  like  some  cast  off  old  coat. 
It's  a  society  where  55%  of  chil¬ 
dren  are  bom  out  of  wedlock  to 
couples  living  together,  and  the 
abortion  rate  is  the  highest  in 
the  western  world. 

"Thirty-five  percent  of  all 
pregnancies  end  in  abortion  in 
this  province,"  Boujakly  said. 

Quebec  has  more  New  Age 
bookstores  than  the  rest  of 
Canada  combined.  The  people 
are  searching,  he  says,  but  they 
don't  know  it's  Christ  whom 
they  are  searching  for. 

All  of  this  can  oe  found  in  a 
province  which  professes  to  be 
91%  Catnplic,  but  where  only 
11%  practice  the  faith. 

Quebec  is  also  different  in  its 
secular  history,  Boujackly  said. 
It's  the  only  French-speaking 
province  in  Canada,  and  is 
acknowledged  as  a  co-found- 
ing  nation  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  The  French  settled  the 
territory,  but  eventually  lost  out 
to  the  English  in  a  series  of  bat¬ 
tles.  The  rivalry  is  long-stand¬ 
ing  and  remains  a  point  of  con¬ 
tention  between  the  two 
national  influences.  Not  only  is 
Quebec  the  only  French-speak¬ 
ing  province,  but  French  is  the 
mandated  official  language. 

Into  this  mix  of  secular  and 
religious  turmoil,  Canadian 
Southern  Baptists  are  trying  to 
reach  their  countrymen  for 
Christ.  Boujakly,  as  a  church 
starter  strategist,  until  recently 
was  die  lone  missionary  in  a 
province  that  is  just  beginning  to 
learn  about  Southern  Baptists. 
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He  may  not  be  a  native  of 
Quebec  —  which  would  make 
him  a  blue|?lood  in  the  eyes  of 
many  —  but  he  is  part  of  that 
large  immigrant  population 
which  the  nation  encourages  to 
flock  to  its  shores. 

In  1969,  on  the  eve  of  war  in 
the  Middle  East,  Boujakly  immi¬ 
grated  to  Canada  as  had  other 
skilled  workers  before  him. 
Canada  has  always  courted  die 
immigration  of  stalled  workers 
as  a  way  to  build  its  population 
base  through  a  highly  selective 
immigration  policy,  and  his 
woodcarving  skills  were  in 
demand  —  but  moving  to 
Canada  from  his  native  Beirut, 
Lebanon,  with  just  $30  in  his 
pocket,  took  some  adjustment. 

"The  night  I  landed  in 
Edmonton,  m  Alberta  Province 
where  my  brother  lived,  the 
temperature  was  minus  30 
degrees.  I  almost  got  back  on 
the  plane  and  returned  home," 
he  said  with  a  laugh. 

He  stayed,  and  eventually 
became  a  foreman  in  a  cabinet¬ 
making  shop  in  Calgary.  He 
accepted  Christ  through  the 
ministry  of  students  from  Faith 
Baptist  Church  in  Saskatoon 
who  were  in  town  for  the  sum¬ 
mer  doing  mission  work  at 
another  church. 


After  graduating  from  the 
University  of  Calgary  and 
Southwestern  Seminary,  he 
became  a  church  planter  in 
Cochran  and  eventually  moved 
to  Montreal  about  10  years  ago 
to  help  start  churches. 

His  French-speaking  ability 
helped  him  meet  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  the  position. 

"There  were  eight  churches 
when  Carolyn  and  I  moved 
here,  and  now  there  are  22,"  he 
says.  The  couple  regularly 
prays  for  more  missionaries  to 
nelp  with  the  workload,  and 
God  has  raised  up  other  work¬ 
ers  to  help  them  lay  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  more  churches 
throughJ>uilding  a  strong  base 
of  layleadership. 

"m  order  to  bring  our  ratio 
down  from  one  church  for 
every  28,000  Quebecois  to  the 
desired  one  for  every  2,000,  we 
need  to  start  10,000  churches 
immediately,"  he  said. 

There  are  just  not  enough 
funds  for  that,  "but  we  can 
accomplish  much  by  training 
leaders  within  our  churches 
to  accept  the  responsibility  of 
starting  other  congregations. 
That's  why  we  have  to 


rethink 

church 

stressed. 


what 
'  he 


BUSY  SCHEDULES  —  Georges  Boujakly  (right),  a  church  planter 
strategist  in  Quebec,  compares  schedules  with  fellow  missionary 
David  Brazzeal.  The  pair  lead  the  lives  of  busy  missionaries  in  their 
Canadian  posting.  (Photo  by  Phil  Carpenter.) 

S  WITNESSING  THROUGH  MEDIA  AWARDS 

I  Sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptists  in 

Broadcasting  organization,  the  2001 
Witnessing  Through  Media  Awards  program 
has  been  created  to  recognize  radio  and  video 
“  productions  which  demonstrate 

I  excellence  in  message  design  and  production 

in  helping  to  bring  Mississippi  and  the  world  to  jesus. 

If  your  church  is  involved  in  a  radio  or  video  production  from 
March  1,  2000  -  March  1,  2001,  why  not  think  of  entering  this 
year's  awards  program. 

"We  have  had  some  outstanding  creative  work  done  by  Mississippi 
churches  in  the  past  and  I  know  this  year  will  be  no  exception ,"  says 
Farrell  Blankenship,  director.  Department  of  Broadcast  Services. 

For  more  information‘or  to  obtain  an  entry  form,  please  call 
(800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3378. 

Entry  deadline  is  March  16, 2001. 


—  March  1,  2001 
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Mentoring  not  just  concept  for  missionary 

i  a  r> i/rni  i n  <-<_i  ^ 


LARKSPUR,  Colo.  — 
Allan  Karr  learned  the 
importance  of  mentor  rela¬ 
tionships  early  on,  when 
at  15  years  old  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Jon  Cook 
befriended  him  and 
helped  him  discover 
God's  plan  for  his  life. 

"He  saw  a  young  man 
with  potential  and  made  a 
conscious  decision  to  invest 
his  life  and  energy  and  time 
into  mine,  and  the  relation¬ 
ship  that  we  developed 
ana  the  discipling  that  took 
place  has  become  founda¬ 
tional  for  who  I  am  as  a 
minister,"  said  Karr. 

That  discipling  also  has 
become  the  foundation  of 
Karr's  latest  role.  As 
Nehemiah  Project  director 
at  Golden  Gate  Seminary 
and  a  North  American  mis¬ 
sionary,  Karr  oversees  a 


planters,  integrating  a 
•  ^  focused  seminary  cur- 

„r,~r riculum  with  two-year 

internships. 

a  "The  Nehemiah  Project 

is  designed  to  ...  address 
some  of  the  deficiencies  of 
church  planting  strategies 
of  the  past,  namely  mat 
church  planters  oftentimes 
were  not  adequately  pre¬ 
pared  when  they  went  out 
mto  the  held,"  Karr  said. 

The  system  provides 
both  a  mentor  for  each 
church  planter  and  group 
of  fellow  church  planters 
that  can  support  each 
other,  he  said. 

Typically,  he  said, 
planting  a  church  can  be 
’'like  a  roller  coaster  ride," 
with  tremendous  highs 
and  lows  of  success  and 
perceived  failure. 

"During  that  time  of 

*  - -  — -  Allan  Karr  (right)  counsels  with  student  Lillie  Lin  in  his  ups  and  aowns  you  have 

and  their  mentors  across  office  at  the  Denver  campus  of  Golden  Gate  Seminary.  Photo  By  James  Dotson,  to  be  able  to  be  wired  to 

a  ii-A-j  -  be  resilient  and  bounce 

Karr,  and  his  wife  Kathy  are  back.  When  it  gets  to  the  lows, 
featured  missionaries  during  the  it  always  helps  to  have  a  friend 
2001  Week  of  Prayer  for  North  to  lean  on  and  that's  my  men- 
American  Missions.  From  his  tor.  In  the  whole  process  of 
base  at  the  Denver  campus  of  understanding  how  important 
t  Theological  that  person  was  for  me...  I  have 
Karr  travels  to  eacn  of  endeavored  to  be  that  way  for 
ite's  regional  campus-  other  people  as  well  and  I  see 
nix;  Vancouver,  Wash.;  myself  as  a  mentor 
xrs  Angeles;  and  San  —  even  in  my  role  r 
A  typical  semester  as  a  Nehemiah  pro- 


network  of  church  planters  GOOD  ADVICE 

4 

the  western  United  States.  - 

He  helps  ensure  that  they  receive  the  intentional  investment  that 
the  combination  of  seminary  one  makes  in  the  lives  of  people 
education  and  practical  one-on-  who  are  sometimes  overlooked 
one  interaction  that  helps  God  can  oftentimes  have  tremendous 
use  them  to  further  his  kingdom,  potential  for  the  kingdom  —  if 

"As  a  professor  I  have  only  someone  would  take  the  Golden  Gate  Baptist 

become  increasingly  aware  that  time  to  develop  them,"  he  said.  Seminary,  1. _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _  Golden  Gate's  regioi 


the  five  cities,  in  addition  to 
other  appointments. 

He  also  spends  much  of  his 
time  working  to  promote 
church  planting  throughout  the 
West,  including  speaking  at 
conferences,  teaching  at  "Basic 
Training"  training  seminars  for 
new  church  planters,  and  help¬ 
ing  plan  strategy  with  associa¬ 
tions  and  state  conventions. 

"The  good  thing  is  I  have  a 
real  heart  and  passion  for 
church  planting  ...  and  that 
makes  it  real  easy,"  Kathy  said. 
"The  methods  that  we  used  to 
start  the  church  creates  a  lot  of 
activity  in  our  home,  and  so  in 
that  respect  I  had  a  great 
involvement.  Allan  and  I 
worked  at  it  as  a  team." 

In  the  summer  of  1999,  how¬ 
ever,  Karr  took  his  current  posi¬ 
tion  as  Nehemiah  Project  direc¬ 
tor  at  Golden  Gate  seminary  — 
giving  him  the  opportunity  of 
applymg  the  knowledge  he  nad 


I’m  not  a  hedonist,  but  I  do  because  of  poor  choices.  The 
like  walking  on  the  wild  side  of  way  the  Father  leads  is  the  best 
life.  Why  should  that  be  incom-  way,  and  the  one  in  which  you 
patible  with  my  Christianity?  will  find  the  most  comfort. 

Christianity  is  not  about  a  My  husband,  otherwise 
lot  of  "thou-shall-nots"  where  known  as  a  pillar  of  the  commu- 
the  world  is  concerned,  but  nity  and  church,  doesn't  practice 
about  following  Christ.  God  what  he  preaches  when  it  comes 
the  Father  and  his  son  Jesus  are  to  his  private  life.  Would  the 
not  asking  you  to  be  a  prude,  shame  of  public  exposure  make 
just  their  follower.  Jesus  him  shape  up? 
addresses  this  in  Luke  12.  After 

he  tells  the  story  of  the  rich  fool  Possibly,  but  before  you 

who  is  going  to  tear  down  his  go  there  you  should  attempt 
bams  to  build  bigger  ones,  the  to  find  out  what  is  going  on 
man  says  in  verse  19,  "I'll  say  in  his  life  that  is  causing  the 
to  myself,  'You  have  plenty  of  discrepancy.  Have  you  con- 
goocf  things  laid  up  for  many  fronted  him?  Have  you 
years.  Take  life  easy;  eat,  drink,  prayed  for  him?  Is  there  a 
and  be  meny.'"  Verses  20-21  close  friend  who  could  have 
state,  "But  God  said  to  him,  some  input  that  could  make 
'You  fool!  This  very  night  your  a  difference  before  you  go 
life  will  be  demanded  from  public?  What  about  talking 
you.  Then  who  will  get  what  with  your  pastor?  Follow  the 
you  have  prepared  tor  your-  dictates  of  Matt.  18:15-20. 
self?  This  is  how  it  will  be  with  Pray  about  this  before  you 
anyone  who  stores  up  things  do  anything.  Listen  carefully 
for  himself  but  is  not  rich  to  his  words  and  actions,  and 
toward  God."  There  is  more  to  ask  for  the  Lord's  discem- 
life  than  material  indulgence.  If  ment  in  the  direction  you 
you  are  trying  to  stay  on  the  should  choose.  Also,  study 
fence  between  G^d  and  the  Matt.  7:3-5.  Make  sure  you're 
world,  you'll  get  pretty  on  solid  ground  yourself 
exhausted.  Many  people  who  before  acting  against  some- 
are  trying  to  "find''  themselves  one  else.  Move  slowly,  be 
according  to  worldy  standards  quick  to  listen,  and  be  slow 
end  up  losing  themselves,  to  speak  (James  1:19). 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  "Record,  P.O.  Box  5 30, 
lackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  In  central  Mississippi,  Ron 
Mumbower  can  be  heard  from  9-10  a  jn.  each  Wednesday  on^WHJT-FM93.5.  Remember: 
in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


gained  about  effective  church 
planting.  He  also  remained  in  ‘ttSf*,"  " 
touch  with  the  needs  of  church  ' 

planters  by  serving  as  interim  *.„.*•  c  •  s ’ 

pastor  of  a  new  congregation  in  ,sf  ‘, 

Aurora,  Colo.,  following  his  |!  V,.i  V 

involvement  at  Castle  Valley  :  * 

"To  have  credibility  to  the  I !  ’’’  \ 

postmodern  church  planter,  one  1  *' 

must  be  involved  in  it  firsthand,"  fj#,  '  <  \J  * 

Karr  said.  "Church  planters  do  *>±4  ,  ’ 

not  want  to  hear  stories  about  fLb  *'  1  ’ 

how  you  did  it  20  years  ago.  Sf 
They  want  to  know  how  you  do  > 
it  now  to  reach  people."  SEMINARY  SES 

The  Nehemiah  Project  was  Foundations  of  Mi 
begun  in  1998  by  the  North  Sepiinary.  As  fclehi 
American  Mission  Board  as  a  sionary,  Karr  teacl 
way  fo  better  equip  its'  church  By  James  Dotson) 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Bringing  others  to  Jesus 

Mark  2:1-12 

By  Lori  Clendinning _ 


Consider  the  frustrations  of 
a  broken  down  car.  Oftentimes, 
fixing  it  requires  an  unplanned 
trip  to  an  auto  repair  shop,  thus 
the  car  is  towed  to  a  mechanic 
who  applies  his  expertise  in 
order  to  get  the  vehicle  back 
onto  the  road. 

Involved  in  an  accident  or 
other  legal  infraction,  the  car 
would  be  towed  to  a  police 
impound  where  it  would 
remain  —  in  broken  down  con¬ 
dition  —  until  its  release. 

Regarding  broken  down 
lives,  only  Jesus,  the  master 
repairman,  has  the  authority  to 
release  people  from  sin's 
impoundment.  Only  Jesus  can 
restore  them  from  broken  down 
status  to  serviceable  condition. 
Considering  that,  Christians 
are  often  the  "tow  trucks"  that 
God  uses  to  bring  damaged 
people  to  him  for  restoration. 


When  suffering, 
defeated  people  are 
deplete  of  any  ability 
to  appeal  to  God, 
"tow-ers"  are  required 
to  help  transport  them  into 
God's  "repair  shop."  Often 
that  means  praying  steadfastly 
for  them,  mus  moving  them 
spiritually  into  God's  presence 
or  by  physically  bringing  them 
to  places  where  they  may 
encounter  God's  Word,  such  as 
Sunday  School  classes  or  Bible 
studies. 

Similarly,  working  as  "tow¬ 
ers"  requires  a  selfless,  "on-call 
for  duty"  attitude.  Caring  for 
hurting,  lostpeople  and  bring¬ 
ing  them  to  Christ  requires  sacri¬ 
ficing  individual  comfort  and 
movmg  beyond  personal  embar¬ 
rassment.  This  selfless  act  of 
bringing  others  to  Jesus  is  vivid¬ 
ly  seen  m  this  week's  lesson. 

Rejected  at  Nazareth,  Jesus 
continued  his  ministry  among 


Clendinning 


Galileans  from  a 
Capemaum-based  head¬ 
quarters.  Possibly  the 
home  of  Simon  Peter, 
the  house  from  which 
Jesus  preached  was 
crammed  full  of  people. 

Typical  of  Galilean 
homes,  the  house  likely 
had  a  common  external 
stairway  leading  to  a  flat 
roof  made  of  saplings 
across  the  top  of  the  house,  with 
smaller  sticks  criss-crossing 
over  them.  Over  this  was  a  sun- 
dried  mixture  of  mud  and  clay. 

The  four  men  who  labored 
to  bring  their  paralyzed  friend 
to  Jesus  determined  to  get  him 
within  a  finger's  touch  of  a  mir¬ 
acle.  Ripping  open  the  roof 
wasn't  difficult  and  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  crowd  made  room  for 
the  lowered  pallet  when  debris 
began  showering  upon  them. 

The  faith  that  these  men  had 
in  Jesus'  ability  to  heal  their 
afflicted  friend  and  their 
dogged  dermination  in  deliver¬ 
ing  him  delighted  Jesus,  even¬ 
tually  resulting  in  two  things: 
the  man  was  healed  and  nis 
sins  forgiven. 

Yet,  Jesus  departed  from  his 


usual  manner  of  healing.  He 
perceived  the  man's  sinful  state 
as  the  greater  need  and 
addressed  it  first  without  giv¬ 
ing  any  command  regarding 
his  physical  healing. 

The  divine  authority  that 
Jesus  claimed  to  have  by  stating 
the  man's  sins  were  forgiven 
immediately  caused  concern 
among  the  religious  leaders. 
Jesus  perceived  their  thoughts 
and  confronted  them  by  asking, 
"Which  is  easier,  to  say,  'Your 
sins  are  forgiven'  or  to  say,  'Get 
up,  take  your  mat  and  walk?' 
But  that  you  may  know  that  the 
Son  of  Man  has  authority  on 
earth  to  forgive  sins..."  (w.  9- 
10)  and  then  authorized  physi¬ 
cal  healing. 

By  healing  the  man,  Jesus 
proved  the  validity  of  his 
words  of  forgiveness  via  the 

Sower  of  his  words  of  healing. 

ertainly,  if  Jesus  could  cure 
physical  afflictions,  he  could 
divinely  exonerate  sins,  and 
did  so,  not  as  a  prophet  or 
God's  hireling,  but  as  the  Son  of 
Man,  who  has  authority  on 
earth  to  absolve  sins. 

Calling  himself  the  Son  of 
Man  referred  to  the  Daniel  7 


8 


passage  regarding  the  forth¬ 
coming  Messiah,  "....there 
before  me  was  one  like  a  son  of 
man...  He  was  given  authority, 
lory,  and  sovereign  power..." 
vv.  13-14) . 

By  claiming  this  title,  Jesus 
directly  conflicted  with  the  reli¬ 
gious  leaders'  beliefs:  by 
speaking  as  though  his  own 
voice  was  that  of  God's;  by 
declaring  he  had  the  power  to 
forgive  sins;  and  by  indicating 
that  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
could  take  place  in  the  here  and 
now,  instead  of  complying  with 
the  Hebraic  belief  that  forgive¬ 
ness  of  earthly  sins  would  take 
place  only  after  death. 

The  faith  and  determination 
of  the  four  friends  must  have 
buoyed  Jesus  through  this  time 
of  growing  persecution  and 
rejection  by  religious  leaders. 
Undoubtedly,  this  type  of  faith, 
despite  criticism  from  others, 
pleased  Christ  and  resulted  in 
the  glorification  of  God.  May 
our  faith  today  equally  delight 
him  as  we  tow  others  into  nis 
presence. 

Clendinning  is  a  former  news¬ 
paper  editor  and  a  member  of  Park 
Place  Church,  Pearl. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Insecurity 

Ruth  2:1-4:22 


By  Jim  Burnett 


Currently  our  nation's  econ¬ 
omy  is  experiencing  turbu¬ 
lence.  The  threat  of  recession  is 
in  the  air.  Daily,  thousands  of 
people  nervously  study  the 
stock  market,  wondering  how 
their  investments  are  perform¬ 
ing,  and  worrying  whether  or 
not  there  will  be  sufficient 
retirement  funds. 

All  ears  are  attuned  to  Mr. 
Greenspan  and  the  prospects  of 
another  interest  rate  cut. 
Natural  gas  prices  have  sky¬ 
rocketed,  causing  many  to 
choose  between  being  warm 
this  winter  or  having  food. 
Company  downsizing  is  now  a 
weekly  occurrence,  causing 
much  job  insecurity. 

In  world  news  the  United 
States  bombed  Baghdad  in 
February.  Will  Saddam  Hussein 


Burnett 


our 


retaliate?  Will  he  ter¬ 
rorize  our  airports,  _ 

blow  up  government 
buildings,  launch 
nuclear  warheads  toward 
major  cities? 

Because  insecurities  and 
uncertainties  plague  life,  we 
need  to  revisit  tne  awesome 
story  of  Naomi  and  Ruth  and 
refresh  our  memory  as  to  how 
God  provided  for  these  two 
ladies  in  unstable  times. 

Seeking  security  (3:1).  As 
Naomi  and  Ruth  arrived  in 
Bethlehem,  immediately  the 
providential  care  of  God  was  at 
work.  Naomi  encouraged  her 
daughter-in-law  to  go  and 
work  in  Boaz's  field,  the  same 
field  that  Ruth  had  happened 
into  the  previous  day  as  record¬ 
ed  in  2:3. 

Obviously  God  had  led  Ruth 
to  the  field  of  Boaz  but  he  also 


did  a  work  in  the  heart 
of  Boaz  as  reflected  in 
the  treatment  Ruth 
received  from  this  man. 

Truly  Boaz  was  the 
kinsman-redeemer  to 
Naomi  and  Ruth.  He 
saved  them  from  starva¬ 
tion  and  spared  them 
humiliation  associated 
with  having  no  off¬ 
spring.  Therefore,  Boaz 
serves  as  a  prototype  of  Christ. 

Jesus  came  as  our  kinsman- 
redeemer,  sacrificing  himself 
on  a  cross  to  save  us  from  our 
^sins  and  meet  our  needs.  Have 
you  allowed  Jesus  to  forgive 
your  sins  and  meet  your  needs? 

Have  you  found  Paul's  state¬ 
ment  about  Christ  to  be  true: 
"my  God  shall  supply  all  your 
needs  according  to  nis  riches  in 
glory  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Phil  4:19 
NASB)?  I  rave  and  today  I 
know  that  regardless  of  my 
uncertainties  and  insecurities 
Jesus  will  take  care  of  me. 

Acting  boldly  (3:6-11). 
Ruth's  confidence  in  Naomi  is 
clearly  seen  as  she  obeyed  every 
detail  of  her  mother-in-law's 
instructions  concerning  Boaz. 


Humbly  Ruth  made  her  way 
to  the  threshing  floor,  uncov¬ 
ered  Boaz's  feet,  and  laid 
down.  This  was  her  way  of 
inviting  Boaz  to  marry  her. 
During  the  night  Boaz  awoke 
and  found  Ruth  lying  at  his 
feet.  He  asked  her  identity,  and 
Ruth  responded  and  explained 
what  she  was  doing  there. 

Boaz  was  moved  by  Ruth's 
spirit  of  humility  and  blessed 
her  for  being  a  woman  of  excel¬ 
lence,  for  Ruth  had  not  rushed 
out  hastily  to  marry  the  first 
available  breadwinner.  She  had 
waited  on  God's  plan.  As  she 
left  Boaz,  he  filled  her  cloak 
with  six  measures  of  barley. 

It  took  a  lot  of  guts  to  do  what 
Ruth  did,  but  her  audacious 
actions  were  rewarded  as  Boaz 
took  her  to  be  his  wife.  Their 
union  led  to  the  birth  of  Obed, 
the  grandfather  of  David,  whose 
lineage  is  traced  to  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  God's  children  will  never 
go  wrong  and  never  end  up 
empty-handed  when  they  act 
boldly  in  following  God. 

We  are  living  in  insecure 
times  when  people  are  running 
scared.  The  children  of  God, 


however,  have  no  reason  to 
fear.  Our  Father  holds  the  entire 
world  and  its  resources  in  his 
hands,  and  he  will  not  with¬ 
hold  anything  we  need. 

Rejoicing  thankfully  (4:13- 
14, 17).  What  a  contrast  we  see 
in  the  life  of  Naomi  from  1:19- 
21  and  4:13-14.  Within  a  couple 
of  months  of  her  return  to 
Bethlehem,  God  had  wiped 
away  her  grief  and  erased  her 
fears.  He  had  refilled  her  heart 
with  joy  and  hope. 

God's  blessings  on  Naomi 
overflowed  to  tne  entire  city, 
for  the  women  of  Bethlehem 
voiced  in  one  accord  God's 
favor  upon  Naomi.  They  knew 
the  marriage  of  Boaz  and  Ruth 
and  the  birth  of  Naomi's  grand¬ 
son  was  God's  handiwork. 

What  a  wonderful  God  we 
serve!  He  can  take  the  worst 
and  ugliest  of  human  experi¬ 
ences  and  transform  them  into 
a  trophy  display  of  his  grace. 

Would  you  allow  God  to  do 
that  with  your  hurts  and  pains, 
our  disappointments  and 
ruises? 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Raymond 
ackson. 
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Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chester  Cochran 

Mrs.  Katie  Mae  Overstreet 
Bro.  A  Mrs.  Doyle  Cummings 
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Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  J.  Crawford 
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Virginia  Cox  A  Fly.  David, 
Jody  A  Sharon 
Velma  Shoe  make 
Alathean  SSC,  FBC-Collins 
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Mary  Jane  Thach 
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JtJrs.  Irma  Phillips  Burgess 
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Julie  Caraway 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Simm 
IRS  (Exam.  Collection  &  TPS) 
Widgie  Bell 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village  recently  host¬ 
ed  a  Children's  Disciple  Now  weekend  for  res¬ 
idents  of  the  India  Nunnery  Campus  ages  12 
and  under.  The  children  enjoyed  rood,  games, 
pony  rides,  and  most  importantly  discipleship. 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  oth¬ 
ers  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is 
hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and 
have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mrs.  Viola  Gulbranscn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  L.  McPhail 
Mrs.  Juawice  Hamberlin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
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Chesley  J.  Englade 
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Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Browning 
Phillip  R.  Enochs 
Craig  O.  Haskins  Family 
Hattie  D.  Evans 
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Robin  Young,  Medical  Case  Aid,  of  the  Farrow  Manor  Campus  recent-  Sidney  Eiiis  ssc.  aim  woods 
ly  received  a  one-year  service  pin.  bc 
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Ms.  Diane  Gibson 
Parent  of  Mrs.  Ben  Graves 
Mr.j^  Mrs.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Mary  Green 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Green  A 
Family 

Mr.  Wllford  Greer 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wesfie  Causey 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clovis  Harden  Jr. 
Mrs.  James  Grimes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  Juchheim 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Waymire 
Mr.  Frank  Hughes 
Mr.  Norman  Wealhersby  Jr. 


in  dealing  wil 


Seafarer's  ministry  opens  hearts  in  Samoa 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 

HPB  NR  JS  THN,  SKHS, 
TKJEZ  SKZQ  TZDZ  SKZDZ, 
SKZ  BHQN  TZDZ  HFFR- 
LVEJNKZB  SKHS  NKZ  NKR- 
WEB  AZ  BZEJYZDZB. 

*  EWXZ  STR  NJO 
Clue:  H  =  A 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Two:  Nine. 


PAGO  PAGO,  American  Samoa  —  The 
incident  was  typical  of  many  encountered 
by  Rob  and  Sandra  Stip  at  the  Pago  Pago 
Seafarer's  Center.  A  snip's  owners  had  a 
reputation  for  having  "never  paid  a  penny 
to  anyone,  and  when  the  crew  complained 
they  were  thrown  off  the  ship,  arrested, 
and  deported,"  said  Rob  Stip. 

A  group  of  seafarers  from  the  ship  found 
shelter  at  the  Seafarer's  Center  and  became 
involved  in  intense  Bible  study  and  prayer. 
After  10  days,  a  fishing  agent  brought 
$35,000  to  the  center  and  paid  the  men, 
saying,  "What  is  it  with  this  God  of  yours? 
I  can't  eat.  I  can't  sleep.  ...What  is  it  going 
to  take  to  make  you  guys  happy?" 

As  directors  of  the  center  from  1998  until 
early  this  year,  the  Stips  learned  theirs 
would  be  much  more  than  the  ministry  of 
passing  out  fruit  punch  and  pool  sticks  that 
they  had  envisioned.  They  soon  saw  how 
God  had  uniquely  equipped  them  for  min¬ 
istry  in  ways  they  had  never  imagined. 

The  Stips  are  among  missionaries  fea¬ 
tured  during  the  2001  Week  of  Prayer  for 
North  American  Missions,  March  4-11. 

Until  early  this  year  they  served  as 
Mission  Service  Corps  volunteers  at  the 
seafarer's  center,  which  has  been  operated 
by  the  North  American  Mission  Board  and 
the  Hawaii-Pacific  Baptist  Convention 
since  October  1995.  The  American  Samoan 
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effort  of  a  family  that  has  reachect  out  to 
those  they  know  best,  those  who  prefer  life 
on  the  water  —  and  others  who  often  don't 
seem  to  fit  in  to  conventional  society. 

Rob  Stip,  in  particular,  is  no  stranger  to 
living  on  the  fringes.  He  grew  up  in  the 
hills  of  Tennessee,  and  as  a  car  thief  at  17 
was  offered  a  choice  of  either  military  ser¬ 
vice  in  Vietnam  or  jail.  He  chose  the  mili¬ 
tary,  and  his  familiarity  with  guns,  hunt¬ 
ing,  and  tracking  handed  down  from  his 
Cherokee  Indian  grandfather  helped  make 
him  "very  proficient  in  the  art  of  war." 

In  the  early  1980's  he  described  himself 

as  "not  a  nice 
person:  drunk, 
antisocial,  and 
very  belliger¬ 
ent."  The  Stips 
owned  a  house 
initially,  but  ulti¬ 
mately  felt  con¬ 
fined  on  the 
land  and  moved 
to  their  boat. 

One  night, 
returning  home 
from  a  bar,  he 
sank  his  dinghy 
and  was  pulled 
out  of  the  water 
by  a  man  named 
Frank  Mullins, 
president  of 
Gospel  Ship 
Ministries,  and 
onto  the  ship 
"Saved  By 
Grace."  It  was 
through  that 
influence  that 
Rob  —  and  later 
his  wife,  Sandra 
—  eventually 
came  to  faith  in 
Christ. 

"My  marriage 
was  falling 
apart.  I  just 
decided,  "What 
have  I  got  to 
lose?"  he  said. 

LIFTING  PRAISE  —  Sandra  Stip  plays  keyboard  during  a  "It  was  like  once 
Saturday  children's  ministry  worship  service  at  the  Pago  Pago  I  started  listen- 
Seafarets'  Center  in  American  Samoa.  (Photo  by  James  Dotson)  ing  and  reading 
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SOOTHING  TOUCH  —  Rob  Stip  (right)  kisses  a  young  girl's  hand  after  tending  to  an 
infected  cut  on  her  leg.  While  director  of  the  Pago  Pago  Seafarers'  Center,  Stip  often  minis¬ 
tered  to  minor  medical  needs  of  children  who  participate  in  the  center's  children's  ministry. 
(Photo  by  James  Dotson) 


my  Bible,  everything  that  had  gone  wrong 
in  my  life  I  found  a  reason  for  it." 

The  transformation  wasn't  immediate, 
but  Stip  said  the  Holy  Spirit  eventually 
helped  bim  submit  to  God's  will  in  his  life. 
He  also  felt  called  reaching  out  to  others  like 
them  —  first  in  the  Tampa  area,  then  back  in 
South  Florida,  then  in  Beaufort,  N.C. 

With  Intracoastal  Waterfolk  Ministries 
in  Beaufort,  they  visited  people  on  plea¬ 
sure  boats  and  conducted  worship  services 
—  with  Sandra  drawing  on  her  own  talents 
as  a  musician  in  leading  the  musical  part  of 
the  service  and  Rob  serving  as  harbor 
chaplain.  It  was  there  that  they  became 
Mission  Service  Corps  volunteers.  Later, 
when  they  were  asked  about  taking  on  the 
leadership  of  the  Seafarer's  Center  in 
Samoa,  they  initially  were  reluctant  but 
finally  consented. 

"It  just  scared  us  to  death;  we  didn't 
think  we  were  ready  for  this,"  Rob  said, 
adding  that  God  had  worked  it  out.  "I 
speak  a  little  bit  of  seven  different  lan- 


languages  ana  traveling  experience  helped 
in  communicating  with  different  cultures." 

The  routine  at  the  center  includes  regu¬ 
lar  hours  for  recreation  time  for  seafarers 
in  port.  They  also  operate  a  special  inter¬ 
national  call  center  that  allows  seafarers  to 
pay  by  the  minute  for  calls  to  home  at 
cheaper  rates  than  would  be  available 
elsewhere. 

"It's  a  clean,  safe  environment  for  inter¬ 
national  seafarers  to  come  toior  recreation 
and  help,  whether  it  be  medical,  legal,  or 
spiritual,"  said  Sandra  Stip,  "and  we  must 
be  here  on  call  for  their  needs  24  hours  a 
day  regardless  of  what  their  needs  may  be." 

Ministry  often  starts  with  just  the  simple 
things:  assisting  with  international  phone 
calls,  listening  to  seafarers  talk  about  the 
families.  "First  we  have  to  develop  trust," 
Stip  said.  "—Once  they  develop  this  trust  in 
you,  then  ydu  cafi  Start  ministering." 

Last  year  mote  than  3  hundred  seafarers 
made  profession*  of  faith  through  the  min¬ 
istry  —  many  frjtan  countries  where  such 
decisions  mean  tertaiff  persecution  even 
among  their  own'  Shipmates:  A  Chinese 


mission  that  meets- 


center  includes 


many  dedicated  seafarers  who  have  seen 
their  faith  forged  by  fire. 


"There  have  been  reports  that  some  of 
them  have  been  beaten  unmercifully  on 
these  ships  because  of  it  —  but  they  will 
not  turn  around,"  Stip  said. 

While  the  Stips  initially  saw  their  role  as 
primarily  one  of  hospitality  and  evangelis¬ 
tic  ministry,  opportunities  for  being  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  seafarers  and  others  quickly 
begin  to  appear. 

On  one  occasion,  several  young 
Vietnamese  women  appeared  at  the  center 
with  the  stoiv  of  how  their  families  had  paid 
thousands  of  dollars  for  the  right  to  work  in 
promised  high-paying  jobs  in  American 
Samoa.  When  they  arrived,  they  found  only 
meager  wages  ana  intolerable  working  con¬ 
ditions.  Because  they  were  indentured 
workers,  the  management  of  their  company 
feltjustified  in  the  abuse,  the  Stips  said. 

Police  were  called,  investigations  were 
conducted,  and  eventually  some  relief  was 
secured.  During  the  turmoil,  Sandra 
helped  found  a  Christian  grassroots  advo¬ 
cacy  group  called  Concerned  Citizens  for 
Asian  Workers  that  became  an  ongoing 
watchdog  for  injustices  at  the  plant. 

"The  Samoan  people  have  gotten 
together  and  said,  rlow  is  it  that  we  can 
live  in  a  country  where  God  is  supposed  to 
be  in  command  and  yet  we  are  allowing 
young  girls  like  this  to  be  mistreated?'” 
Sandra  said.  , 

The  youngest  Stip,  12-year-old  Scott, 
was  the  impetus  for  another  aspect  of  their 
ministry  targeted  more  at  the  local 
Samoans  than  either  seafarers  or  immi¬ 
grant  workers.  One  of  the  first  things  the 
Family  noticed  about  the  Samoan  culture 
was  that  children  are  treated  differently, 
often  neglected  and  abused  by  mainland 
standards. 

"My  son  came  here  and  said,  'Dad,  how 
can  only  adults  be  missionaries?  Why  can't 
kids?"'  Rob  said,  "and  I  looked  around  at 
the  crime,  the  drugs,  the  abuse, ...  and  we 
started  working  with  kids  on  our  day  off." 

The  ministry  settled  into  a  one-hour 
Bible  study  each  Saturday,  followed  by  a 
couple  of  hours  of  free  time  for  the  children 
in  the  Seafarer's  Center. 

The  Stips  became  role  models  for  the 
children,  not  Only  sharing  Christ  with  them 
and  seeing  many  come  to  -i*. 
Christ,  but  also  serving  as  sur- 
rogate  teachers  and  parents.'1  " 
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